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Vision 

 In my office I have a 
coffee cup that says “Life is 
Good”. It has a picture on one 
side of a backpacker with his 
dog. On the other side it says, 
“Do what you like. Like what 
you do.” Some of you will 
recognize this slogan. It repre-
sents a positive approach to 
life. 
 I think that is what 
God wants for us. So often we 
see life as hard or difficult. 
But God’s desire for us is that 
life would be good. Jesus said 
as much in John 10:10.  The 
thief comes only to steal and 
kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and 
have it to the full. How do we 
experience this full life? 
 First, we need to 
recognize that life is more 
than existence. When Jesus 
said that we would have life to 
the full he didn’t mean long 
life. What he meant was a 
meaningful life. A meaningful 
life is not dependent upon the 
number of days we spend on 
this earth. It is measured by 
how we spend those days. 
That is why I like the slogan 
on my coffee cup. The value 
of each day is enhanced or 
diminished by the attitude 
that we take into the day. If 
our attitude is one of just 
getting through the day then 
we will not find much fulfill-
ment in it. But if we see each 
day as a positive opportunity 

to experience life then we will 
discover amazing things along 
the way. God doesn’t want us 
to just hold on. He wants us 
to experience his love and 
grace. David expressed that 
thought in Psalm 19.  The 
heavens declare the glory of 
God; the skies proclaim the 
work of his hands. Day after 
day they pour forth speech; 
night after night they display 
knowledge. There is no 
speech or language where 
their voice is not heard.  

Their voice goes out into all 
the earth, their words to the 
ends of the world. 
 We cannot experi-
ence this full life unless we are 
connected with Jesus. In John 
15:5 Jesus tells us that we 
need a relationship with him 
to tap into the goodness of 
God. "I am the vine; you are 
the branches. If a man re-
mains in me and I in him, he 
will bear much fruit; apart 
from me you can do noth-
ing.” When Jesus says apart 
from me you can do nothing 
he doesn’t mean we are help-
less. What he is talking about 
is living a life that matters for 
eternity. We will all do many 
things in our lives. Much of 
what we do will disappear over 
time. Only the spiritual fruit 
that we produce will last into 
eternity. That spiritual fruit is  
not produced in a vacuum. 
 The full life that  

Jesus promises us is experi-
enced in relationships. Jesus 
told his disciples that the 
mark of their commitment to 
him was that they would love 
one another. This continues 
to be the challenge for us be-
cause we love imperfectly. Yet 
as we reach out to one an-
other in love, as we share the 
experiences of life, our lives 
are enriched. We discover that 
loving others is the gateway to 
being loved. 
 The circumstances 
of life are not always good. In 
fact we will face many hard-
ships along the way. But Jesus 
has promised us that he will 
be present with us each step of 
the way.  "I have told you 
these things, so that in me 
you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have over-
come the world."  John 16:33 
(NIV) It is not the circum-
stances of life that make life 
good or bad. It is who you 
journey with that makes the 
real difference.  
 Life is good when it 
flows from our relationship 
with Christ. Delight yourself 
in the LORD and he will give 
you the desires of your heart. 
Psalm 37:4 (NIV) 
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We continually pray that lives will be transformed by God’s love as people say 

“YES” to His gracious offer of salvation and his gracious means of growth.  We 

can rejoice that recently four people said “YES” to God’s love and eternal life!  

 

How glad we are for 30 men who are involved in Men’s Fraternity, for the help 

and encouragement people are receiving through DivorceCare and NAMI, and 

for the fellowship and growth occurring in the classes and groups meeting regu-

larly this snowy season which will soon turn to spring buds and flowers.  We 

can also give thanks for the twelve or so who were engaged in the first “Bethel 

Service Corps” event on Feb. 19.  Watch for more BSC events. 

 

If you’d like to know more about a group or class or find out how you can be 

involved, please call the host or the church office.  Groups currently meeting are 

listed on the next page. 

 

God has made us to grow.  It’s his plan.  How wonderful to read this in an e-

mail recently. 
 

“Thanks very much for taking the extra time after group last night to go 
over things with me.  I really appreciated it.  As I reflect on the 3 group 
sessions I have attended so far, I feel myself becoming less resistant 
to learning more about faith.  I am curious and want to learn more.  If I 
get anything out of this group at all, I honestly hope that it is a relation-
ship with God, because right now I don’t really feel like I have one.  So 
far I’ve really enjoyed the group and look forward to attending.  So 
again, thanks for taking the extra time to help me learn and also for 
letting me use the Bible.” 

 

Adult Ministries by Pastor Bruce 

 

 

“As I reflect on the 3 

group sessions I have 

attended so far, I feel 

myself becoming less 

resistant to learning more 

about faith.” 

Good Stuff for Your GROWTH 
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Sunday Mornings 

 • 9:45 a.m. A study in Galatians … Christian Kohs  … Rm. #11 at church 

  507-696-2286 or christian.kohs@proresgroup.com 

 

    • 9:45 a.m. A group on Marriage … Keven & Terry Kroehler … Rm. #13 at church    

  507-248-9617 or ktzabt@frontiernet.net   

 

    • 11:00 a.m   “What’s So Amazing about Grace?” by Philip  Yancey  … Rm. #11  

  Don and Karen Ahlstrom  507-345-1173 or karedonah@charter.net   

 

Sunday afternoon or evening 

 • 4:00 p.m.  Games and a “Nooma” video … at Bruce & Donna Nelson’s 

  388-1509  nbrunna@gmail.com 

 

 • 5 p.m. on Marriage at Carlblom’s – Full 

 

 • 6 p.m. at Mark & Sandy Lindahl’s   

  507- 388-8407   rascal@hickorytech.net 

   

Monday evening 

 • 6:30 p.m. “Hidden in Plain Sight: the Secret of More”  by Mark Buchanan 

  at Roberta Olson’s in St. Peter  507-380-6681  riolson1@yahoo.com 

 

Tuesday evening 

 • 6:30 p.m.   “Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God” by Francis Chan 

  at Glenn & Ann Winch’s     344-0199   pastorglenn@BethelMankato.com 

 

 • 7:00 p.m. Genesis Part II   

  at church  Cindy Hoines 345-8069   hoines@hickorytech.net 

 

 • 7:30 p.m. Ravine Rm. Men’s Fraternity 

  Evening Session and make-up session for previous Wed a.m. 

Wednesday  

 

 • 6 a.m.  Men’s Fraternity  “The Quest for Authentic Manhood” 

  In “the Flow” … coffee and something to chew on (both senses) are provided  

 A make-up session is held next Tues. at 7:30 p.m. for men who had a morning conflict… 

 

 • 6:30 p.m.   “Connecting with God’s Family”  at Banfield’s 

  388-4432    banfield@hickorytech.net 

 

 “Check out all the small 

groups that are happening. 

There should be one for 

you.” 

Adult Ministries-Continued 
 

mailto:christian.kohs@proresgroup.com
mailto:ktzabt@frontiernet.net
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Summit Rewind  

…  Wed. March 9 
Last month we listened to 

Daniel Pink and had a lively 

discussion on motivation. 

We really only got started 

and had to stop before we 

wanted.   This is intriguing 

stuff!  So this month we will 

return to our discussion and 

application of the principles 

laid out by Pink.  We will 

watch the 10-minute You-

tube piece and talk together.  

You are welcome and your 

input would be a nice addi-

tion to the mix.  If you’d 

like to view it ahead of time 

check it out  

http://

www.youtube.com/

watch?v=u6XAPnuFjJc 

Bring your lunch at noon.  

The coffee will be on.  

Rewind only at noon.  

Hope to see men at 6:00 

a.m. at Men’s Fraternity.  
Please feel free to 

invite someone to 

join you at the 

Rewind at noon. 

have also suffered loss. 
Please let them know. 
They can check our web-
site and/or give Pastor 
Bruce a call if they want 
more information. 

Our sessions will run 
from January 25 to April 
19, 2011. We will meet 
each Tuesday evening 

Do you know someone 
who is hurting due to 
marital separation and/or 
divorce?  

It is very likely that they 
would be greatly blessed 
by some sound Biblical 
teaching and some caring 
support and encourage-
ment from others who 

from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. To 
register contact the 
church office or go to our 
website 
www.bethelmankato.com. 

Adult Ministries-Continued 

 

 August 11-12, 2011 … 

Global Leadership Summit  

Save the date! 

Live satellite feed again 

from Bethel.  

Save the date! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Mark your calendars for 

the 2011 Global 

Leadership Summit.” 

Global Leadership Summit 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6XAPnuFjJc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6XAPnuFjJc
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u6XAPnuFjJc


Page 6  

In early February we 
held a Worship Ministry 
gathering and spent time 
worshipping together, 
viewing a worship leader 
seminar session, and dis-
cussing some questions 
related to the teaching 
session.   
 

Here is a sampling of 
some of these ques-
tions.   

As Worship Leaders, are 
we expecting to meet 
with and experience            
Jesus each Sunday?  How 
can we present Jesus, and 
lead people into His pres-
ence? 
 

We concluded with the 
question, Ȱ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ 
anointing of the Holy 
3ÐÉÒÉÔȩȱ Several thoughts 
come to mind in answer-
ing this question.   
 

The anointing of the 
Holy  Spirit  is difficult to 
define and put in human 
words.  It is something 
that sets worship leading 
apart from all other mu-
sical expression.  It is the 
presence of God in Wor-
ship.  To anoint literally 
means to pour on, smear 
all over or rub into.  In 
the Old Testament the 
Kings were anointed 
with oil when they were 
chosen by God for the 
task of leading the nation 
of Israel. 

The anointing of the Holy 
Spirit enables the Wor-
ÓÈÉÐ ,ÅÁÄÅÒȭÓ ÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÙ ÔÏ 
transcend the Worship 
Leaders competency.  Je-
sus says ȰÁÐÁÒÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÅ 
ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÄÏ ÎÏÔÈÉÎÇȢȱ  The 
anointing does not hap-
pen during a rehearsal, it 
happens when we enter 
the ȰÃÌÏÓÅÔȱ on our knees 
and seek it in prayer .  
There is no formula for it.  
No sermon can teach it, 
no teacher or seminar can 
teach it.  The Anointing is 
a Gift of God.  We need to 
never confuse talent with 
ȰÁÎÏÉÎÔÉÎÇȱ or musical 
ÓÔÙÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ȰÁÎÏÉÎÔÉÎÇȢȱ 
 

Ephesians 5:18 says, 
Ȱinstead be filled with the 
(ÏÌÙ 3ÐÉÒÉÔȢȱ   This ȰÂÅÉÎÇ 
ÆÉÌÌÅÄȱ is a daily process.   
In the original Greek, "be 
filled" means "keep on 
being filled constantly 
and continually." Living a 
godly life is a vital part of 
this process. 
 

Kenneth Copeland says 
ÔÈÉÓ ÒÅÇÁÒÄÉÎÇ ȰÔÈÅ 
Á Î Ï É Î Ô Å Ä ȱ ȡ                        
Ȱ4Ï ÂÅ ÁÎÏÉÎÔÅÄ ÂÙ 'ÏÄ ÉÓ 
not only to be picked, but 
also to be empowered by 
Him (through His Spirit) 
for the task or position to 
which He has called you. 
The Hebrew word 
Ȭ-ÅÓÓÉÁÈȭ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 'ÒÅÅË 
×ÏÒÄ Ȭ#ÈÒÉÓÔȭ ÂÏÔÈ ÍÅÁÎ 
ȬÔÈÅ !ÎÏÉÎÔÅÄȢȭȱ  

May the way we 

Ȱ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐȟȱ ÒÅÓÐÏÎÄ ÁÎÄ 
lead others to  respond to 
the grace, greatness and 
glory of GodȢ  4ÈÅ ,ÏÒÄȭÓ 
richest blessings to you as 
we worship Him together 
and ready our hearts for 
ÔÈÅ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ #ÈÒÉÓÔȭÓ              
Resurrection this Easter 
season! 
 

A FINAL NOTE: 

We would love to have 
you join our Easter Choir.  
We will be singing at the 
8:30am and 9:45am Ser-
vices on Easter Sunday.  
All those desiring to sing 
in our Easter Choir, 
please mark the following 
dates on your calendar 
and let me know of your 
desire to join us:   

Blessings, Pastor Glenn 

email:  

pastorglenn@bethelmankato.com 

  

 

Choir Rehearsals:  
(Please plan on attending at 
least 2 or 3 of these 6 re-
hearsal times) 

March 24th - 5:30pm ɀ 6:30pm ɀ 
(Thursday) 

April 7th - 5:30pm ɀ 6:30pm ɀ 
(Thursday) 

April 14th - 5:30pm ɀ 6:30pm ɀ 
(Thursday) 

April 20th ɀ 5:30pm - 6:30pm - 
(Wednesday)  

April 23rd - 9:30am -11:00am ɀ 
(Saturday) 

April 24th - (Easter Sunday) - 
7:45am - 8:15am (To sing at the 
8:30am and 9:45am services) 

 

 
 

òWe are organizing our 
Easter Choir now. Contact 
Pastor Glenn if you would 
like to be involved.ó 

 

Bethel Worship Notes 
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Youth Group News 

“We are going rallying at 

the Mega Rally this 

month!” 

March Schedule 
Date 

3/2 

 

 
 

3/6 

 
3/9 

 

 
3/16 

 

3/17 

 
3/23 

 

 

 

3/30 

 
 

Event 
Senior High-iMPLODE! 

Junior High-Xplode!  

Service Project 

 
Mega Rally 

 

Senior High-Xplode! 

Service Project 

Junior High-iMPLODE! 

 

Youth Worship Nite 

 

St. Patrick’s Day 

 

Senior High-iMPLODE! 

Junior High-Xplode! 

Sledding 

 

Senior High-Xplode! 

Sledding 

Junior High-iMPLODE! 

Time 
6-8 pm 

 

 

 
3-10:30 pm 

 

6-8 pm 

 

 

 

6-8 pm 
 

—- 

 
6-8 pm 

 

 

 

6-8 pm 

 

Mega Rally… 
Sunday, March 6, 2011     3:00-10:30 p.m.                                                                      
Bethel University, St. Paul 

Cost is $6  

Musical Guest: Stellar Kart 

Speakers: Craig & Molly Sanborn (The Cheese Ball Chick) 
 

Spring Blitz… 

Senior Highers, mark your calendars to join over 3,000 youth in Duluth on 
April 1-3, 2011. Cost is $69.00 +$$ for meals. (Plus $10 for Vertical En-
deavors if you want to climb or $5 to go on Timber Twister Roller 
Coaster.) 
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by Christian Kohs  

 
Young Adults Lunch March 20th! 

Let’s all share a great meal together and 
take some time to chat and get to know 

one another. 

 

Film and Theology!  

  Please join us this month 

for another night of pizza, 

fellowship and movie  

entertainment.  

March 22 nd  @ 5:30 in  

Room #13  

market day for the soul.  Even if you have 
not ever been strict about this, you should 
have a weekly 24-hour period where you 
cease from your labors, repose and repair 
with God. 

4.  Rest daily .  How do you do that?  Most 
people call it ñlunch.ò  Few people outside 
manufacturing settings take the 15-
minute morning and afternoon breaks 
any more.  We tend to keep our eyes 
glued to the pixels before us, or our 
minds busy during the umpteenth meet-
ing.  Our breaks become times where we 
hurriedly ñget one more thing doneò or 
ñcheck on one thing.ò  If we never allow 
ourselves short breaks, or if we never 
have an unhurried lunch, weôre missing 
daily opportunities to silence the world, 
to turn off the engines, and rest.  Most of 
us are probably too busy, but we need 
more calming times scattered throughout 
the course of the day. 

Throughout the Bible, God promises rest 
to his people. The biblical concept of rest 
means a resting place; a quiet place for 
peace, trust, and reliance. Rest is the rea-
son why God commanded us to keep the 
Sabbath. Jesus said that the Sabbath was 
created so that man may have rest, and 
not man for the Sabbath (Mark 2:27).  

 Do you allow yourself a day of spiritual 
rest to replenish and recharge? If not, 
what barriers are keeping you from doing 
so? 

Letôs Rest! 

Never before has there been such a need to 
rediscover the lost spiritual discipline of 
rest; our lives are filled with busy sched-
ules and constant obligations. 

 

Hereôs some things Iôm learning that I 
hope will be a help as we move ahead this 

year: 

1.  Rest before Iôm tired.  Sometimes even 
our vacations and breaks donôt help us 
because weôre too far in the hole.  Our rest 
only partially fills the depletion weôve been 
experiencing for long periods.  So, I need 
to rest even when I donôt think I need the 
rest so that I donôt end up in the 
ditch.  Hereôs a hint: If you finish the year 
with any amount of accrued vacation 
youôre probably not resting enough or rest-
ing before youôre tired.  Most employers 
donôt give you too much vacation.  So if 
you finish with some left over, youôre de-
priving yourself of necessary rest. 

2.  Rest at regular intervals .  Iôm a bit of a 
binge worker.   On some level, itôs the way 
Iôm wired.  But in other ways, absent a 
plan for getting rest, it simply deepens the 
lows and extends the periods of fa-
tigue.  Most things in my schedule are 
planned.  I need to put rest in the sched-
ule, too.  There ought to be a regular inter-
val for getting at least a few extra days off 
from work and the normal routine.  

3.  Rest weekly. At least fulfill a sabbath 
principle.  The Lordôs Day is a day of rest, a 

“Never before has there 

been such a need to 

rediscover the lost spiritual 

discipline of rest.” 

Young Adults Ministry 

Ducks at risk of attack by predators are able to balance the need for sleep 

and survival, keeping one half of the brain awake while the other slips into 

sleep mode. 

http://theresurgence.com/2009/02/02/spiritual-disciplines-sabbath-work-part-1
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Praise for Kaden Mil-
ton born to Elizabeth 
White. Grandparents 
are Greg & Nancy 
White 

Pray for Monica West 
and Candace & Jer-
emy Kolander in the 
loss of Monica’s 
mother,  Delores 
Faye West (Grandma 
to Kolanders) 

Pray for a friend of 
Chuck Christensen-
who is suffering from 
pancreatic cancer 

Pray for Margaret 
Dawson’s great- 
grandson, Kason, 
who has pneumonia  

Pray for Stef & 
Melanie Burton & 
family in the loss of 
Melanie’s mother 

Pray for Alice Jensen 
as she is struggling 
with sever pneumonia 

Pray for Colleen 
Wogen who is dealing 
with health concerns 

Pray for our Mission-
aries of the Month: 
Portia Strasser & Joel 
Kieth 

 

 

 

Pray God’s leading 
and blessing in our 
days of growth & 
change 

Pray that Bethel will 
be a church that is 
culturally relevant and 
a transforming power 
in our community 

Pray that we will see 
people coming to 
faith in Jesus at Be-
thel on a regular basis 

Pray that we all reach 
out to others & plant 
seeds of hope in Jesus 

Pray that we as a con-
gregation will be able 
to warmly welcome & 
incorporate all of the 
new people God 
brings our way 

Pray for our sister 
churches in Votlivka 
& Tenovka, Ukraine 
& Cadunan, Philip-
pines 

Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem, Psalm 
122:6 

Pray for a speedy reso-
lution to the crisis in 
Iraq 

 

 

 

 

Family & Friends      
Serving Overseas:  

 

Nick Berry - nephew of 
Shawn & Gwen Berry 

Pray for our troops 
around the world 

Praise & Prayers 

“Therefore confess your 

sins to each other and pray 

for each other so that you 

may be healed. The prayer 

of a righteous man is 

powerful and effective.” 

James 5:16 

There is a prayer group that meets on Wednesdays at 4:00 
p.m. to pray for our attendees, their families & friends, and 
those in our community. If you would like to be part of this 
group, contact Suanne Banfield at (507) 388-4432 or     
banfield@hickorytech.net or come and meet us at church on 
Wednesday. 
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Date      Time 

Mar. 6        8:30 

        9:45 

 

                  11:00 

 

 

Mar. 13        8:30 

        9:45 

                  11:00 

 

 

Mar. 20        8:30 

                 9:45 

                  11:00 

 

 

Mar. 27        8:30 

  

                    9:45 

             

                   11:00 

 

Infant 

Rich & Carissa Delestre 

Joey & Shannon Ruzic &  

Janette Johnson 

Angie Cherney & Jodi Mansfield 

 

 

Bryce & Jackie Anderson 

Matt & Kristi Borowy 

Scott & Angie Hoffman 

 

 

Dawn & Natalie White 

Carol Edwards & Carol Krosch 

Chad & Brooke Riley 

 

 

Mike & Kari Hennegar 

 

Candace Kolander &  

Monica West 

Shawn & Gwen Berry 

 

 

Preschool 

Todd & Lori Coyour 

Sunday School 

 

Sandra Tambi & Sam Mansfield 
& Rachel Anderson 

 

Carolyn Baker & Amber Lundsten 

Sunday School 

Jody & Lauren Bryant  &  

Ashley Anderson 

 

Melanie Burton & Abby Cherney 

Sunday School 

Caryl Zernechel &  

Jennifer Neufeld & Ally Kroehler 

 

Michael & Nighi Anderson 

& Lauren Daly 

Sunday School 

 

Sarah Ruggless & Jan Johnson 

 

 

Meets on Wednesdays 6:00-7:45 p.m. 
 

March 2011 Schedule 
3/2 Regular Club Night 

3/9 Sports Night 
3/16 Regular Club Night 

3/23 Pie Eating Contest Night 
3/30  Inside Out Night 

“Are the kids fussing? 

Don’t worry, Bethel’s 

Nursery is there for you.” 

 

Children’s Ministry-Nursery 
Londa Krueger is our Nursery Coordinator. If you are interested in 
helping out in the nursery just give her a call at (507) 385-1374. 
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Our Sunday School children brought their offerings in September to December to give to 

Samaritan’s Purse. We collected $231.00.   

We were able to purchase: 

  2 - Dairy Animals 

  3 - Broods of baby chicks 

  3 - Sport Gear Packs 

  6 - Milk for a week for a child 
 Thanks for bringing your offerings each Sunday for Samaritan’s Purse   
 Our offerings from January until May will go to Kid’s Against Hunger.  Last year 

we had 50 people help us fill over 9000 bags of food.  We need to collect the money for 

the bags we pack.  Let’s continue to bring our offerings and tell your friends and family 

they can give also. 

We invite you to donate to 
our camp fund so we can offer 
scholarships once again to our 
campers from Bethel. 
 

The registrations came last 
week and our children need to 
register soon because some 
weeks fill up very quickly. 
 

If you want to help someone 
go to camp this summer, 
please make a check out to 
Bethel and designate your gift 

Would you like to help 
a child go to a life-
changing week at 

Trout Lake Camps? 
 

Last year we sent 12 campers 
to Trout Lake Camps. It was 
our privilege to pay for half of 
their registration fee from the 
camp fund. This is about 
$150 per camper depending 
on the camp they attend. 
 

to the camp fund or see 
Donna Nelson for more infor-
mation. 

Check out the Camp display in The Flow and 
sign up for a great time at Trout Lake ! 

To Register: 

1. Choose the camp you want to go to. (Grade School, Teen, 
or Family Camp.) 

2. Fill out registration for that camp. Payment due at time of 
registration. 

3. If you would like to find out about scholarships from the camp fund, contact 
Donna Nelson. 

4. You may send your registration directly to camp if you are not using a scholar-
ship. Send payment with registration. 

“It is time to register for 

summer camp. Check out 

the Camp display in The 

Flow.” 

ATTENTION Campers 

Bethel’s Camp Fund 

Children’s Ministry-Continued 
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Bible Study- 
 

On March 15th Cindy 
Hoines will begin a 6 
week course titled 
“Becoming a Friend of 
the Faithful God: A 
Study on Abraham.” 

Learn the principles and 
truths from the life of 
Abraham, the friend of 
God, that will ground 
you in your faith, challenge 

you in your walk, and give 
you hope in your future. In 
the life of Abraham, we see 

God’s choos-
ing and the 
further un-
folding of His 
redemptive 
plan. We 
learn more 
about God’s 
character and 
His relation-
ship with us 

in Abraham’s example. 
Learn how man becomes 
righteous, how God keeps 
His promises, and how God 
protects those who are His. 
Take comfort in your cove-
nant partner and rest in His 
faithfulness. 

The cost of the workbook is 
$13.50. Contact Cindy Ho-
ines if you are interested in 
registering for this study:                         
hoines@hickorytech.net or 
507-345-8069. 

Candace Cameron Bure 
& Lisa Harper. 

For more information 
and to register visit 
nwc.edu/setapart. To reg-
ister by phone or group 
registrations, call 866-821-
5151. Cost is $89 for both 
days or $50 for one day. 

On Friday & Saturday, 
March 4 & 5, Northwest-
ern College is sponsoring 
“Set Apart”, a faith-filled 
conference for women. 
“Set Apart” offers a treas-
ured time to get away—by 
yourself or with friends—
to hear from God’s Word. 

Keynote speakers will be 

Women’s Ministries 

Faith Conference for Women 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Minnesota Iowa Baptist Conference is sponsoring 2 Women’s 
Prayer Retreats at the Shalom House at Trout Lake Camps. 
The purpose is to: 

Quiet ourselves before God 

Seek God’s face in prayer, privately and together as a group 

Listen to God’s voice through His Word and some guided reflection 

Leave refreshed, healed and renewed, having met with God 

The dates are April 29-May 1 or November 4-6. Cost is $115. The retreat will 
begin with a prayer time followed by light refreshments at 7:00 p.m. on Friday, 
and end at noon on Sunday. The week before the retreat you will receive a letter 
with more details. Contact the Church office for a registration form. Questions 
contact MIBC at 651-633-0560 or mjohnson@mbcworld.org. 

“Prayer is an ongoing, 

intimate conversation with 

God about what we are 

doing together with Him.” 

Women’s Prayer Retreats 
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 Habitat for Hu-
manity of South Central 
MN is a non-profit, 
Christian housing minis-
try dedicated to building 

simple, decent and afford-
able housing with and for 

families in need. These fami-
lies are of low to moderate 
income status and would not 
otherwise qualify for a con-
ventional loan. Families are 
required to invest 200 hours 
in “sweat equity” per adult—

that is, time spent building 
their own home and other 
Habitat homes.  Because 
houses are built or renovated 
using as much volunteer labor 
and donated materials as pos-
sible, mortgage payments are 
kept reasonable. 

 Habitat for Human-
ity is accepting applications 
for families that are interested 
in owning a Habitat Home to 
be built in 2011. If you are 
renting, have low to moderate 

income, need housing and 
willing to partner with Habi-
tat, we may be your answer. 
Habitat builds homes for 
families at 0% interest for a 
25 to 30 year mortgage. 
House payments run approxi-
mately $500 per month. 
Families are required to assist 
in the building process. For 
more information and an 
application please call the 
Habitat office 507-388-2081. 

good care and high 
quality. 

On Saturday, desig-
nated items are re-
duced 50%. 

Payment can be made 
by cash or check. 

If you are interested 

Lil’ Angels Closet is a 
consignment sale of 
clothing (infant to 
children size 14 and 
maternity), toys, nurs-
ery supplies and 
equipment. Choose 
from hundreds of 
items screened for 

in being a seller please 
contact the office to 
receive a seller’s 
packet. 

Dates are May 6-7, 
2011. 

Habitat for Humanity 

Lil’ Angels Closet 

Please let them know. 
They can check our web-
site and/or give Pastor 
Bruce a call if they want 
more information. 

Our sessions will run 
from January 25 to April 
19, 2011. We will meet 
each Tuesday evening 
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. To 
register contact the 
church office or go to our 
w e b s i t e 
www.bethelmankato.com. 

 

 

 

The National Alliance on 
Mental Illness-Mankato offers 
the Connection Support 
Group every Thursday at 6:30
-8:00 p.m. This is for anyone 
who lives with a mental ill-
ness. 

There is also a support group 
for family members. It meets 
the 2nd & 4th Thursdays of 
the month at 6:30 p.m. Both 
groups meet here at Bethel. 

Do you know someone 
who is hurting due to 
marital separation and/or 
divorce?  

It is very likely that they 
would be greatly blessed 
by some sound Biblical 
teaching and some caring 
support and encourage-
ment from others who 
have also suffered loss. 

“Lil’ Angels Closet is 

coming up 

May 6th & 7th . 

Get your seller’s 

packet now.” 

Support Groups 
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Men’s Bible Study- 
Mondays @ 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

                         Senior Adult Lunch- 
                         Wednesday, March 16 @ noon 
 

 
Bethel Community Hymn Sing- 
Sunday, March 27 @ 3:00 p.m.    
Bethel University 
Join us for a delightful afternoon singing your favorite hymns and 
choruses. Be sure to invite a friend to share in this uplifting after-
noon of worship through song! Coffee and cookies will be served 
following the event. The event is free, but an offering will be taken. 

 
2nd Half for Him- 
Service Opportunities for Prime Timers and Route 66. 
Make Trout Lake Camps better. We clean, paint, build, 
sew, repair, eat, laugh, pray, and enjoy! Service times are 

available April through May and again in October. Cost 
is NO CHARGE but you must register. See the church 
office for registration form. 

Senior Adults 
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Missionaries of the Month -  
PORTIA STRASSER 

   Portia was an active participant at Bethel while she was a graduate student here at MSUM.  
Now she is in her 4th and final year of ministry with ELIC in China.  She is currently plan-

ning to return to the U.S. after this semester, and is applying for jobs here. 

    For the past 2 school years, Portia has been teaching English to university students in Hengy-
ang.  The fall semester was an exciting one, with students who made great progress in English.  
Also, many students were interested in spiritual issues and several made the life-transforming 
decision to become Christians. 

    In addition to her English teaching, Portia has been volunteering at an orphanage in Hengy-
ang.  This has been rewarding, but also difficult to see the poor conditions in which the children 
live. 

    Some prayer requests for Portia: 

             1.  Pray for her future plans, and job opportunities. 

             2.  Pray for her students who are interested in spiritual things, that good conversations 
would happen. 

             3.  Pray for the right attitudes for Portia as she volunteers at the orphanage, and also 
pray for changes in the hearts of the orphanage workers. 

             4.  Pray for wisdom and protection  for Portia's team; they were recently questioned by 
officials about their involvement with local believers. 

JOEL KEITH 

   Joel attended Bethel while an undergraduate at MSUM.  His college experience was lengthened 
by 2 military deployments. 

Now he is part of the staff of the Jesus Film Mission Trips.  This team travels to what is known as 
the 10-40 window.  This region is home to 86% of the unreached peoples of the world, but only 
3-5% of the missionaries.  Joel organizes and leads trips with teams of volunteers, who distribute 
the Jesus Film in various ways or teach English. 

   Recently, Joel spent 2 weeks in Tokyo, Japan, with 9 others, and distributed the Jesus Film and 
invitations for a local church Christmas outreach to thousands of Japanese around Tokyo. Up-
coming trips include:  March 1-17--Central Asia; May 10-22-- Cameroon; May 22-June 5--Central 
Asia.  Joel is always looking for volunteers! 

           1.  Pray for Joel's wisdom in organizing and leading groups in challenging situations. 

         2.  Pray for the safety of Joel and of volunteers. 

           3.  Pray for volunteers needed and for financial resources. 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO CORRESPOND WITH OR LEARN MORE ABOUT PORTIA'S OR 
JOEL'S MINISTRIES, PLEASE TALK WITH SUANNE BANFIELD. 

overnight camp for 45 chil-
dren and encouraged the 
believers in this new church. 

  Cita and Angie will be shar-
ing about their trip on Sun-
day, Feb. 27, after the 11:00 
service.  Lunch will be pro-

Bethel women, Cita Maignes 
and Angie Hoffman had an 
awesome trip to the Philip-
pines in January.  They vis-
ited our sister church, Bethel 
Fellowship in Cadunan.  
While there they had an 

vided.  Come and hear all 
about it! 

  More details will also be 
given next month on this 
page. 

Missions Page 

Philippines Team Update 

“Both Portia and Joel were 

students at MSUM and 

were part of the Bethel 

family before they 

embarked on their 

missionary travels.” 

 



Senior Pastor: Dr. David J. Banfield 

Pastor of Adult Ministries: Dr. Bruce Nelson 

Pastor of Student Ministries: Harrison Musser 

Pastor of Worship Ministries: Rev. Glenn Winch 
 

Sunday Worship Services 

Family  8:30 AM 

Traditional 9:45 AM 

Contemporary 11:00 AM 
 

Sunday School  9:45 AM 

Nursery is Available During All Services 
 

BETHEL IS COMMITTED TO: 

Connecting people to God and others 

Equipping people to serve God and others 

Engaging people in service for God and others 

1250 Monks Ave. 
Mankato, MN 56001 

BETHEL  BAPTIST  
CHURCH  

that. In March the fruit of the 
month is JOY. Also remember 
that the first Sunday of every 
month is a “Yes” Sunday. Our 
topic for March 6 is Jesus’ 
statement “I am the bread of 
life.” Pray that as we study the 
fruit of the Spirit we will pro-
duce much fruit for eternity. 
 
CHRISTIAN KOHS            
BEGINS SEMINARY                   
INTERNSHIP 
Christian Kohs, one of our 
members, is currently enrolled 
at Bethel Seminary. As a part 
of his educational process 
Christian needs to be actively 
involved in a local church. 
The Leadership Board has 
approved Christian to be a 
Seminary Intern at Bethel for 
the next three years. Christian 
is raising his own support to 

EASTER IS COMING! 
START PRAYING 
Easter is on April 24 this year. 
That may seem like a long way 
off, but it is really just around 
the corner. We are planning 
an intentional “Yes” effort for 
the Easter Season. Please be-
gin to pray about who God 
would have you invite to come 
to church with you this Easter. 
Last year we saw over 20 peo-
ple say “Yes” to Jesus at 
Easter. Let’s see if we can dou-
ble that this Easter. 
 
THE FRUIT OF THE 
MONTH 
Someone e-mailed me recently 
asking for clarification about 
our year-long study in the fruit 
of the Spirit. In a follow-up 
message they referred to it as 
“the fruit of the month”. I like 

allow him to invest as much 
time as possible to the minis-
try of Bethel. He will be work-
ing alongside of our Pastoral 
Staff, under the direction of 
Pastor Dave, to learn about 
the many facets of pastoral 
ministry. Please be praying for 
Christian and his family as he 
takes this huge step of faith. 

Pastor Dave’s Corner - Continued 

Phone: 507-345-4011 
Fax: 507-345-4008 
Text: 507-291-9981 

E-mail: office@bethelmankato.com 

Transforming lives through 
the love of Jesus Christ. 

Weõre on the web! 

bethelmankato. 

com 

Bethel Baptist  


