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they saw him, they worshiped 
him; but some doubted. 
Then Jesus came to them and 
said, "All authority in heaven 
and on earth has been given 
to me. Therefore go and 
make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey every-
thing I have commanded 
you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of 
the age." 
 
 

 The disciples could 
have celebrated the resurrec-
tion of Jesus and then gone 
back to their old life. But they 
did not. Instead they accepted 
a new challenge; a new adven-
ture. Jesus had not invested 
his life into the disciples just 
for a three year period of time. 
He had invested his life in 
them in order to transform 
the rest of their lives.                  
On beyond Easter Jesus gave his 
(Cont inue  on  page  19 )          

Pastor Dave’s Corner 
 One of my favorite 
authors is Dr. Seuss. When I 
was a child I loved to read his 
zany books. I was not much of 
a reader then but I could al-
ways get excited about Dr. 
Seuss. He wrote such classics 
as The Cat in the Hat, Green 
Eggs and Ham, Horton Hears a 
Who, and many others. Over 
the years Suanne and I have 
collected most of his works. 
One of the books that he 
wrote was called On Beyond 
Zebra. Here is a description of 
the book from Amaon.com. 
 On Beyond Zebra is 
about all the letters that most 
people ignore--the ones that 
come after Z. Our hero 
(instantly recognizable to most 
Seuss fans as the boy who 
captured Thing One and 
Thing Two in The Cat in the 
Hat) takes his young friend, 
Conrad Cornelius O'Donald 
O'Dell, on a guided tour of all 
the weird creatures that begin 
wi th  l et t e r s  such as 
Yuzz, Wumbus, and Glikk. 
"And Nuh is the letter I use to 
spell Nutches, Who live in 
small caves, known as Nitches, 
for hutches." The message is 
pretty simple: the alphabet 
pins down boring old "reality," 
but if you explore further 
afield there are more interest-
ing worlds to discover. "So, on 
beyond Z! It's high time you 
were shown, / That you really 
don't know all there is to be 
known."  

 The message of the 
book is profound. We can 
limit ourselves to certain artifi-
cial boundaries or we can 
explore beyond those bounda-
ries to discover many new 
things. With that in mind I 
want to suggest that it is time 
to move on beyond Easter. 
 We tend to see 
Easter as a fixed point in time. 
It is a historical event that 
took place about 2000 years 
ago in Jerusalem. As such it is 
a fixed point in the past. It is 
also an annual remembrance 
that takes place on a particular 
Sunday in the Spring. As such 
it is a fixed point on our calen-
dar. Whenever we make some-
thing a fixed point we tend to 
move toward it, over it and 
then away from it. So for the 
past month or so our staff has 
been planning for Easter 
week. Now that ―Easter is 
behind us‖ we can take a col-
lective breath and move on to 
the next thing. But wait a 
minute. Is Easter really behind 
us? Or is Easter a constant 
element of our lives. For the 
first disciples Easter was not a 
fixed point but the starting 
point of an amazing journey. 
Look at Matthew’s account of 
― o n  b e y o n d  E a s t e r ‖ .                        
Matthew 28:16-20  
 
 Then the eleven 
disciples went to Galilee, to 
the mountain where Jesus 
had told them to go. When 
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Please let me know if: 

You are interested in attending the Discovery Class. 

        We will plan an evening for DC in May or June, depending on the 

        interest and schedule of attenders. So, it is important that we  

         know of your interest. 

         Discovery Class is the place to learn more about Bethel Baptist 

         and about church membership. Christian Kohs and I will lead this  

         3-hour, evening session. 

 

Spring/summer Small Group. Most of our groups will take a 

break for the summer months. If you would like to be in a summer 

group and want some assistance with this, please let me know now. 

Everyone will be encouraged to get into a small group in the fall.  

      pastorbruce@bethelmankato.com or 507-345-4011 

 

 

 

Adult Ministries by Pastor Bruce 

Men‟s Fraternity 

The 6 a.m. Wed. Men‟s Fraternity group will con-

tinue meeting and it is now a good time to get in, 

even if you‟ve missed the first 13 weeks. The 

Tuesday evening group will be breaking for the 

summer on May 3. 
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“If you are interested 
in attending the 

Discovery Class or 
would like to be 

involved in a summer 
Small Group, contact 

Pastor Bruce.” 

New Summer Services 

Begins May 29, 2011 

9:00 a.m. Family/Traditional Service 

with traditional hymns & piano & organ accompaniment  

10:30 a.m. Contemporary Service 

uplifting songs along with full worship band 



Adult Ministries-Continued 

LISTEN to LEARN and to LOVE    …    LOVE  …  … LEARN 

As we approach the good months of summer, I encourage you to listen. 

Listen to the birds and the insects, listen to the warmth of sunny 

days, listen to the voice of the Creator, listen to the Spirit, listen to 

one another, listen to the Word, listen to a good author, listen to si-

lence  … 

Recently, I have been listening to authors, both as I read and literally 

listen on my iPod, to what they are saying. 

Philip Yancey stirred my soul in his most recent work, What Good is God. Powerful, educa-

tional, worshipful! 

I listened to Switch by Chip Heath and Dan Heath once again and am eager to apply their 

wisdom to my work and life. The Heath Bros were interviewed at the Summit of „09. Their 

thinking about change is changing me. 

Just recently finished listening to Seth Godin in his work Lynchpin. Incredibly challenging in 

regard to what is happening in our world in terms of economics and business, and involve-

ment. He speaks of a new hybrid economy that includes both capitalism and generosity. It‟s 

really happening and we need to be learning and engaging because I think I hear it as part of 

Jesus‟ teachings needing to be acknowledged and followed once again. 

??? What authors will you listen to in the months to come? 

It‟s always enjoyable, often fascinating, and usually instructive to listen to the stories of oth-

ers. We need to do this more. It‟s a great way to learn and a sure way to share your love for 

others. So who will you listen to? Anyone  want to do “My Story”? 

An absolutely wonderful learning, listening opportunity will be available to us in August. Two 

great days to listen to some truly incredible leaders from around the world. Some I‟ve al-

ready listened a bit to and am anxious for more. And some I‟ve just begun to hear about and 

I can‟t wait to listen … I‟ve wanted to know more about Michelle Rhee for several years and 

she will be speaking. BUT I‟d never heard of Mama Maggie Gobran, Founder and CEO of 

Stephen‟s Children Ministry and Nobel Peace Prize Nominee of Cairo, Egypt and she also will 

speak. AND Len Schlesinger, Harvard Prof and President of Babson College: “The traditional 

way of thinking our way into acting is rendered essentially useless …” Listen and learn at the 

Global Leadership Summit, Aug. 11, 12, right here at Bethel. You can register on-line now! 

I‟m hoping that in the months to come we will be actively listening and that genuine loving and 

learning will be happening. I believe it is a part of our being transformed by Jesus‟ love. By 

the way, you are encouraged to invite people to come on Sundays and listen to some life-

changing good news as we gather to worship GOD.  
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Play Ball! 

Let’s Get Together 

“My Story” 

One of the ways we want to communicate the Good News of the gospel and 

share the goodness of God‟s transforming love is by sharing our stories.  

Please consider writing out your story of how God‟s love has transformed/is 

transforming your life and submit it to Pastor Bruce or the church office.  

We want to video some of our stories and show some short versions in our 

services as a means of encouraging people in the Lord. The initial step in this 

story-telling is getting it down in writing.  If you have questions about this, 

please check with Pastor Bruce. 

A Bethel softball team is 

forming.  Games will begin in 

late April and be played on 

Thursday nights.  Contact 

Pete Peterson to sign up:  

phone: 340-8052 or e-mail: 

appraise@hickorytech.net 

Adult Ministries-Continued 

We want to do more than sit in our seats on Sunday 

mornings.  We want to connect and get to know and        

enjoy each other. 

We would like to organize some special events for each 

worship service (8:30, 9:45 and 11:00) so we can engage 

in some fun times together that will help us get better 

acquainted.  

Are you willing to be a team leader or team mem-

ber for the service you attend?  If so, let us 

know! Call or e/m the church office.   Thanks
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Bethel Worship Notes 
 I would like to express a special thanks to all those that worshipped with us on Easter Sunday.  This 
was an amazing time of celebration together with over 500 in attendance between the 3 Sunday services.  It 
was exciting to learn that 6 people said Yes to Jesus.  The spirit of worship was powerful in each service.  I 
know that our Lord was honored and pleased with the celebration of His Resurrection.   Thank you also to the 
choir members, technical team and worship band for all of your hard work and passion to lead in the Worship 
of our Lord.  I sensed that you all gave everything you had in your expressions of worship.  Many people in the 
congregation including myself were moved to a closer connection to our Lord through the message and the 
entire worship experience. 

 Those that attended the Good Friday service experienced a moving time focused on the cross and Je-
sus Christ’s sacrifice for each one of us.  For me it is very assuring to know that all of my mistakes, mess ups, 
sins, short comings were taken care of once and for all by Christ’s work on the cross.  In the book of First John, 
John references the work of Jesus Christ on the cross in the shedding of his blood for you and me. 

 1 John 1:7-9  “But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have 
fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, cleanses us from all sin. If we 
claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves and not living in the truth.  But if we con-
fess our sins to him, (Jesus Christ) he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all wickedness.” 

 I was struck how John linked having “fellowship with one another” to our con-
fession of sins to him (Jesus Christ).  In the following scripture, Matthew takes it one 
step further and prioritizes our confessions to one another over confessions and sacri-
fices to God.  (see the bolded portion of scripture below)       

  Matt 5:23-24 "This is how I want you to conduct yourself in these matters. If you 
enter your place of worship and, about to make an offering, you suddenly remember a grudge 
a friend has against you, abandon your offering, leave immediately, go to this friend and 
make things right. Then and only then, come back and work things out with God.” 

 We all need to be challenged as Matthew challenges us, to make things right with our brothers and 
sisters, and then come back and work things out in our worship of God.  It almost seems easier to tell our sins 
to God than to do what it takes to work things out with our brothers and sisters.  Scripture teaches us over 
and over the importance of peace and healthy relationships with one another.  God does know our hearts and 
knows it is better for us to work out our differences with one another if at all possible and then come to Him 
in worship and confession. 

 James 5:16 says:  “Make this your common practice: Confess your sins to each other and pray for each 
other so that you can live together whole and healed.”  It is interesting how James also talks of the importance of 
confessing to one another, and the wholeness and healing that result as we do this. 

 What is real confession in light of our Worship of God?  What does real confession look like in my life 
and yours?  I know at times I have been guilty of bringing my “bucket of sins” to God and asking for His for-
giveness.   With my conscience having been relieved through the “confession” process, I repeat the pattern of 
filling up the “sin bucket” and then bringing it back to God to get emptied again.  We all need the challenge of 
breaking these patterns and to end these patterns and destructive habits that can work their way into our 
lives.  Real confession responds to God’s grace and does not want to repeat the sin patterns in our life.  Real 
confession leads to repentance and a 180 degree turn in direction.  We respond to God’s grace by choosing 
and desiring to not purposely repeat our sins, but to live life in a different matter and direction.   

 May the way we “worship,” respond and lead others to respond to the grace, greatness and glory 
of God.  The Lord’s richest blessings to you as we worship Him together!! 
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Jesus as Shepherd 

 
 In contemplating Jesus as 
Shepherd, I'm most tempted to 
make a short list of things shep-
herds do, what their responsibili-
ties are and then cram Jesus into it 
and see how it fits.  Rather though, 
I want to start with the Chief Shep-
herd Himself.  In what ways did 
Jesus envision himself as a shep-
herd?  In Matthew 9, we see a 
lengthy chronicle of some of Jesus' 
healings and teachings and minis-
try to people.  We see that he and 
his followers attracted large 
crowds.  As they make their way 
through the towns, Jesus confronts 
the Pharisees one minute and casts 
out demons the next.  He teaches 
on the Kingdom of God one min-
ute and heals sickness and paralysis 
the next. 

 Anyone who has 
traveled extensively and min-
istered continuously knows 
how exhausting it can be.  It's 
taxing of energy and spirit.  
At the end of a long day with 
all of this stuff packed into 
every second, you or I would 
feel like kicking up our feet 
on our La-Z-Boy, soda in 
hand, and sighing after a 
long and exhausting period.  
But Jesus doesn't do that.  
What does he do?  At the 
end of this long list of activi-

ties, ―When he saw the crowds,‖ says Matthew 
9:36, ―he had compassion for them, because 
they were harassed and helpless, like sheep 
without a shepherd.‖ 

 Jesus looks out on all the people, the 
ones he has been able to minister to and the 
huge number of people he hasn't even had 
the time to make eye contact with.  He sees 
perhaps acres of hurt and disease and sadness 
and brokenness and he realizes he has barely 
scratched the surface of bringing the good 
news of himself to them.  Yet instead of de-
spair or frustration, he feels compassion.  
What kind of Shepherd is Jesus?  What kind 
of shepherd can we be for others? 

 How will we show com-
passion to someone today? 
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“When he saw the 
crowds, he had 

compassion for them, 
because they were 

harassed and helpless, 
like sheep without a 

shepherd. 
Matthew 9:36” 

Young Adults Ministry by Christian Kohs 

May Events 
Young Couples Potluck! 

 Come and Join us on May 21st @ 12:00 as we 
begin to grow relationships with each other!  It is some-
times hard to meet and hard to find the people that are 
in our similar age and life situations and this is some-

thing we are going to begin to do on a regular basis.  Last 
month there was 8 couples that met and we hope to see 

many more this month.  Please contact me if you are able 
to make it so we can work out food! 

 

May 1  -  Young Adults Lunch 



Youth Ministries 

      May Schedule 

Thank You’s… 
Thanks to everyone who supported the youth at the Easter Breakfast, raising 
almost $1000 for the Cass Lake missions trip. Thanks to all the youth leaders 
continuing to dedicate countless hours to the mission of seeing the lives of 
youth in this city transformed. Thanks to the small group leaders teaching 
about moral boundaries and healthy friendships, and for Overtime leaders 
encouraging students to make a difference in their world. Thanks also to our 
amazing youth worship team that just gets better and better.  

Hot Dog Stand… 
Come out and support the Cass Lake missions trip by buying a hot dog 
and a pop. We will be at Hilltop HyVee on May 13-15 and May 27-29 
from approximately noon to 6:00 p.m. If you are interested in volunteer-
ing your services at the hot dog stand let Harrison know, 507-351-6766. 

 
Time 

6-8 pm 

 
—- 

6-8 pm 
 

 

 

Noon-6pm 

6-8 pm 

9 pm-6 am 

6-8 pm 

 

Noon-6pm 

Date 

5/4 

 

 

5/8 
 

5/11 

 
5/13-15 

5/18 

5/20-21 

5/25 

 

5/27-29 

 

Event 

Senior High-Xplode! 
Service Project 

Junior High-iMPLODE! 
 

Mother’s Day 
 

Senior High-iMPLODE! 

Junior High-Xplode! 
Service Project 

 

Hot Dog Stand 
 

Youth Worship Nite 

Manly Mayhem 

Senior High & Junior High-Xplode! 
All-Food Olympics 

 

Hot Dog Stand 
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“Come out and buy 
a hot dog to support 
the youth’s mission 
trip to Cass Lake. 

May 13-15 or May 
27-29 at Hilltop 

HyVee.” 



 

All-Food Olympics… 

This month we will explore foods that normally would be 
inappropriate to play with. This is a great event to not only 
express one’s unique food consuming abilities but also em-
bark on a food journey of the arts. Please bring as many 
friends as you have without weak stomachs. May 25th. 

Youth Ministries-Continued 
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Service Projects… 
This month we will be serving God through Vine Faith in Action by raking and 
other yard work for disadvantaged and disabled people. We will also be cleaning 
Bethel’s ravine during the last half of small group nights. Senior High will do 
their service project May 4th & Junior High will do it May 11th. 

“May is Man 
Month. Do an act of 
manliness every day 
and come to Manly 
Mayhem, May 20-

21.” 

Manly Mayhem… 

May is Man Month. For the last few years we have 
explored what it is to be a man through many vari-
ous & grueling, character building events. For start-
ers we do 100 push-ups and 100 sit-ups every day 
for the month. We also look for ways every day to 
do acts of manliness and report these acts back to 
our manly community. Finally, we celebrate Man 
Month through an event known only as Manly 
Mayhem. Mark your calendars! This takes place Fri-
day & Saturday, May 20-21, 9 pm to 6 am. Bring $5 for some manly food 
& bring anything you want to drink. Also bring a swimsuit, work-out 
clothes & warm clothes to get dirty in. 



Sunday School News 

Preschool 
Todd & Lori Coyour 
Nurseries Combined 

Sandra Tambi & Sam Mansfield &  
Rachael Anderson 

 
Carolyn Baker & Amber Lundsten 

Sunday School 
Jody Bryant & Family & Ashley Anderson 

 
Melanie Burton & Abby Cherney 

Sunday School 
Caryl Zernechel & Jennifer Neufeld & 

Ally Kroehler 
 

Michael & Nghi Anderson &  
Lauren Daly 

Sunday School 
Sarah Ruggless & Jan Johnson 

 
Kevin & Gwen Case 

Claussen Girls 

Date      Time 
May 1        8:30 
                  9:45 
                11:00 
 
 
May 8        8:30  
                  9:45 
                11:00 
 
May 15      8:30 
                  9:45 
                11:00 
 
 
May 22      8:30 
 
                  9:45 
                11:00 
 
May 29      9:00 
                10:30 
 
 
 

Infants 
Rich & Carissa Delestre 
Matt & Kristi Borowy 

Angie Cherney & Jodi Mansfield 
 
 

Bryce & Jackie Anderson 
Joey & Shannon Ruzic 

Scott & Angie Hoffman 
 

Mike & Kari Hennegar 
Carol Edwards & Carol Krosch 

Chad & Brooke Riley 
 
 

Dawn & Natalie White 
 

Candace Kolander & Monica West 
Shawn & Gwen Berry 

 
Philip & Abby Bailey 

Jerry & Gretchen Bohl 
 
 
 

The last day of our  
Sunday School Classes 
and Kid’s Praise will be 

on May 22nd. 

Check out the New 
Summer Worship 

Schedule.    Infant and 
Preschool Nursery will 

be available  during 
both services through-

out the summer  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Children’s Ministry 
Nursery Schedule         
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“Last day of Sunday 
School will be    
May 22nd.” 

Londa Krueger is our Nursery Coordinator. If you would like to help out in the 
nursery just give her a call at (507) 385-1374.                    
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Children’s Ministry-Continued 

Sunday School Offerings at Work 

On May 14th at 9:30am the Children’s Sunday 

School & their families will be packing meals for 

Kids Against Hunger. Families should sign up in the 

Flow so we know you are coming.. If anyone would like to give 

financially so the kids can pack more meals, please designate on 

your monetary gift & put in offering.                                         

Meet at 9:30am at Kids Against Hunger                                               
500 Patterson Ave. #100 (behind Cub Riverfront) 

Trout Lake Camps 

We are excited to send 13 kids                       
to summer camp!  

If you have not signed up & are interested, it’s 
not too late!.                                                                

To Register:                                                                                                                             
Choose the camp you want to go to and fill out registration for that 

camp. Payment due at time of registration. Church Camp Fund is able to 
pay for 1/2 of your registration cost. Praise God for  those who helped 
contribute! Contact Donna Nelson with any questions you may have.                                                                                          

Bethel Camp Fund 

Would you like to help 
a child go to a life-
changing week at 

Trout Lake Camps? 

If you want to help some-
one go to camp this sum-
mer, please make a check 
out to Bethel and desig-
nate your gift to the camp 
fund or see Donna Nel-
son for more info.                            

  

Thank you to 
those who have  
already given               

to this                    
scholarship fund 

for campers! 

“Check out the 
Camp display in 

The Flow.” 



Children’s Ministry-Continued 

We had an outstanding and                                    

growing year in Awana !    

   

Thank you to all                                                                                                   
who volunteered their time to                                                                   
minister to the children.  

 
     Commanderéééé.ééMike White                  Secretaryé..é,é.. Binette Goebel 
     Candace Kolander      Andrea Overmiller      Erica Spanjers      LeAnn Wilcox 
     Donna Nelson             Rita Bebler                  Dani Burroughs    Gwen Case 

     Cindy Larson              Jenny Parkhurst         Kim Peterson        Ann Winch 
     Craig Peterson           Diane Peters              Eric Peters            Luke Calaway  
     Melissa Alexander      Jody Bryant                Todd Coyour         Jill Kloster 
     Tim Cherney     
 

Also, thanks to all others that helped out as well in Awana Club. 
    

Thank you to                

parents for bring-

ing your kids to 

have FUN!! but 

most of all to 

learn about Jesus.  

 

Hit the Beach !              
Vacation Bible School 

June 12th-June 16th 

6:00p.m. -8:15p.m 
for Kids ages 4 yrs. to 6th Grade  

Registration begins May 2nd on website: bethelmankato.com 

We need many helpers for VBS.  
Please sign up to help by contacting Rachael or Ann Winch                                                

at  worship41@netzero.net   

VBS Volunteers Meeting is Tues., May 24th at 7:00pm. 

Vacation Bible School 
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Senior Expo 

 

Men’s Coffee & Sermon Talk - 9:00 a.m. Monday’s 

Come and discuss Sunday’s sermon over coffee. 

Women’s Coffee & Sermon Talk - 9:00 a.m. Monday’s  

Come and discuss Sunday’s sermon over coffee. 

Senior Adult Lunch - 12:00 noon Wednesday, May 18 

Join us for a delicious homemade meal while we fellowship. 

                    

Stitch ‘N Time - 1:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 24 

Bring your stitchery, puzzles, other quiet activities and have a devotion and 
snack as we fellowship. 

Senior Adult Event - 11:30 a.m. Monday, May 2 

Join us for Soup & Sandwiches, Sweets & Song at the Peterson’s in Lake Crystal. 
Bus will leave Bethel at 11:30 a.m. 

Senior Adult Game Day - 12:30 p.m. Saturday, May 21 

Do you have a favorite board game? Bring it to Game Day or play one 
of ours. Snacks & drinks will be provided. 

for the active older adults/
seniors, entertainment, prize 
drawings, refreshments and 
low-cost lunches. 

For any questions contact 
Tricia Stenberg at 507-387-
8 4 5 3  o r  t s t e n -
berg@verizonwirelesscenter
mn.com 

The Verizon Wireless Cen-
ter is proud to host the 7th 
annual Senior Expo! The 
Senior Expo aims to pro-
mote a healthier and safer 
lifestyle for those 55-plus. 
This year’s Senior Expo will 
be held on Tuesday, May 
17, 2011, from 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. at the Verizon Wireless 

Center. We are proud to 
announce DON SHELBY as 
our keynote speaker from 
2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

The event highlights include: 
informational seminars on 
health topics, no-cost medi-
cal screenings, an exhibit 
hall featuring 100+ booths 
with services and products 

Senior Adult Ministry 

 

2nd Half for Him - May and October 

Service Opportunities for Prime Timers and 
Route 66. Make Trout Lake Camps better. We 
clean, paint, build, sew, repair, eat, laugh, pray, 

and enjoy! Cost is NO CHARGE but you must register. See 
the church office for registration form. 
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“We have a special 
event planned for 

May 2nd. Hope you 
can make it!” 



Praise & Prayers 

 

 

Pray that we will see 
people coming to 
faith in Jesus at Bethel 
on a regular basis 

Pray that we all reach 
out to others & plant 
seeds of hope in Jesus 

Pray that we as a con-
gregation will be able 
to warmly welcome & 
incorporate all of 
the new people 
God brings our 
way. 

Pray for our sister 
churches in Vot-
livka & Tenovka, 
Ukraine & Cadu-
nan, Philippines 

Pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem, Psalm 
122:6 

Pray for a speedy reso-
lution to the crisis in 
Iraq 

 

Praise for the birth of 
Molly Louise John-
son, granddaughter of 
Bruce & Janet John-
son, born on April 12, 
2011. 

Pray for those in Ala-
bama affected by the 
tornado disaster. 

Pray for everyone af-
fected by the earth-
quake & tsunami dis-
aster in Japan. 

Pray for Jim Moore 
who has been diag-
nosed with cancer & a 
liver disease. 

Pray for Toby & Jen 
Schommer’s brother-
in-law who had a heart 
attack. 

Pray for Andy Reeve’s 
dad who had a heart 
attack. 

Pray for LeAnn Wil-
cox’s dad who had a 
brain hemorrhage. 

Pray for missionary, 
Stephen Godbold, 
who was kidnapped by 
rebels in Nigeria. Also, 
pray for his family 
awaiting the unknown 
outcome. 

Pray for Nick Berry 
who has injured in 
Afghanistan and will 
be having ankle sur-
gery. Praise it was not 
a life-threatening 
injury. 

Pray for Trail Zer-
nechel (Milt & 
Caryl’s son) who was 
badly injured in an 
accident.  

Pray for Alice Jensen 
who is struggling 
with ongoing pneu-
monia. 

Pray for Lil’ Angels 
Closet event and all 
the volunteers. 

Pray for our Mission-
aries of the Month: 
Wilondja & Shirley 
Masongezi 

Pray God’s leading 
and blessing in our 
days of growth & 
change 

Pray that Bethel will 
be a church that is 
culturally relevant 
and a transforming 
power in our com-
munity 

 

There is a prayer group that meets on Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. to pray for our atten-
dees, their families & friends, and those in our community. If you would like to be part 
of this group, contact Suanne Banfield at (507) 388-4432 or banfield@hickorytech.net 
or come and meet us at church on Wednesday. 
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Family & Friends      
Serving Overseas:  

 

Nick Berry - nephew 
of Shawn & Gwen 
Berry 

Pray for our troops 
around the world 



Summit Sunday 

Support Group 

 

 

   Times: 

Friday          
7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

Saturday     
7:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

 

Lil’ Angels Closet is a 
consignment sale of 
clothing (infant to 
children size 14 and 
maternity), toys, nurs-
ery supplies and 
equipment. Choose 
from hundreds of 
items screened for 
good care and high 
quality. 

 

 

On Saturday, desig-
nated items are re-
duced 50%. 

Payment can be made 
by cash or check. 

Dates are May 6-7, 
2011. 

heard this message and 
have read his book on the 
subject. I know that you 
will not be disappointed 
by what you hear. I en-
courage you to come eager 
to hear God speak 
through one of his choice 
servants.  

On August 11-12 we will 
again have the privilege of 
hosting the Willow Creek 
Leadership Summit. This is 
a two day event that taps 
into some of the leading 
thinkers today in the area 
of leadership. It is thor-
oughly Christian while 
gleaning significant insights 

from the world of busi-
ness and education. In 
preparation for the Sum-
mit in August we will be 
having a Summit Sunday 
on May 15. On that day 
you will have the opportu-
nity to hear Pastor Bill 
Hybels speak about the 
power of a whisper. I have 

Women’s Ministry 

ily members. It 
meets the 2nd & 
4th Thursdays of 
the month at 6:30 
p.m. Both groups 
meet here at Bethel. 

The National Alli-
ance on Mental Ill-
ness-Mankato offers 
the Connection 

Support Group 
every Thursday at 
6:30-8:00 p.m. This 
is for anyone who 
lives with a mental 
illness. 

There is also a sup-
port group for fam-
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“Lil’ Angels Closet is 
May 6-7. Friday 

7:00 a.m. to 7:00 
p.m., Saturday 7:00 
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
50% off select items 

on Saturday.” 

Lil’ Angels Closet 

 



Missions Page 

 

Missionaries of the Month:  
WILONDJA & SHIRLEY MASONGEZI 

THANK YOU for your gifts totaling $1340 toward earthquake and tsunami 
relief for the Japanese people.  This money was sent to Converge Worldwide 
(BGC) to be distributed through our missionaries in Japan as they encounter 
some of the many needs there. 

       PLEASE PRAY for the people of Japan, that this time of crisis would 
also be a time of spiritual openness to the gospel.  PRAY that the Japanese 
church would show God's love to the hurting people all around them. 

Since 2000, we as a church have supported Wilondja & Shirley Masongezi 

as missionaries with Converge Worldwide (BGC).  From 2001-2005, they 

were in Ivory Coast, until political unrest there forced them to leave.  Now 

they serve in Montreal, Quebec, Canada, a place of great spiritual need. 

Wilondja is originally from Congo, Africa.  He has been a pastor and on staff 

with Campus Crusade for Christ for many years.  He has six adult children (5 

are married) and 9 grandchildren. His first wife died a number of years ago.  

Shirley grew up in Rockford, Illinois.  She taught math in the U.S., and then 

in Nigeria.  She also worked with Campus Crusade, and then went to Camer-

oon with the BGC from 1994-1998, where she met Wilondja. 

Now in Montreal, the Masongezis spend much time cultivating relationships 

in their neighborhood and meeting with several small groups of believers and 

seekers. 

Some Prayer Requests for the Masongezis:                                                                                                                                                 

1.  Pray for more new contacts with people who would be open to seeking 

God.                                                                                                

2.  Praise God for the recent sale of their condo in Rockford, IL, and for the 

February marriage of their daughter Lillianne.                                                                                                                                                                                                 

3.  Pray for their daughter and son-in-law, Linda and David Penn, in Camer-

oon, grieving the loss of their 2-year old son to meningitis in November. 
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“Thank You for your 
gifts totaling $1340 
toward earthquake 
and tsunami relief 
for the Japanese 

people.” 

Outreach to Japan 



About the Willow Creek Association 

 

Founded in 1992, The Willow Creek Association (WCA) is a not-for-
profit Christian organization that exists to maximize the transformative 
power of local churches. 

We believe the local church is the hope of the world, because it plays a 
central role in God's chosen strategy to redeem and restore a need-
filled world. 

Convinced of the critical role the church plays in this redemptive drama, 
the WCA is committed to serve those churches and leaders most willing 
to fully devote themselves to this cause. We provide vision, inspiration, 
connection, tools, training, and resources, along with opportunities and 
platforms for these churches to learn from and support one another. 
Currently, WCA Member Churches represent more than 90 denomina-
tions and networks in 35 countries. 

WCA's vision is to see every local church reach its full redemptive po-
tentialðbecoming an unbridled conduit for the transforming power of 
Jesus Christ. 

(from Willow Creek Association website) 

―The local church is the hope of the world.‖ 

If you believe that, you're in good company...and you're a leader.  If you come to Bethel, you're a 
leader.  If you've spoken to anyone about God's gift in Jesus, you're a leader.  Over the last several 
years, a number of us have been attending an annual leadership event called The Global Leadership 
Summit which helps equip local churches with solid leadership principles and training.  Each year, 
the conference has a wonderfully eclectic mix of speakers from pastors to not-for-profit leaders to 
CEOs of large corporations. 

The Global Leadership Summit is by far the leading venue for teaching Christian leadership prin-
ciples—and the teaching is very practical. Last year, Bethel was selected to be a satellite ―Private 
View‖ conference site.  Because we offered this event locally, we tripled our attendance numbers last 
year!  This August Bethel hosts the Summit again, and we expect even more interest. 

Register at www.bethelbaptistmankato.com to make sure your spot is reserved for this 2-day confer-
ence.  The $140 cost includes snacks and conference materials.  Speakers include: 

Bill Hybels—Pastor of Willow Creek Church, Chicago 

Howard Schultz—CEO of Starbucks 

Seth Godin—Business author 

Michelle Rhee—Founder & CEO of studentsfirst.org 
      ...and 8 other church and business leaders 

On May 15th you'll get a taste of the Summit when Bill Hybels presents a video message at Bethel.  
He is speaking on the ―power of a whisper‖ in leadership.  You see, leadership isn't always about 
standing up in front of a crowd—sometimes it's a whisper. 
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“Gear up for 
Summit Sunday on 

May 15th!” 

http://www.bethelbaptistmankato.com/


 

 

 

Thank you for your involvement in ministry at Bethel.  Following is 
a summary of weekly giving for this year through Easter Sunday for 
the General Fund and for XtremeSteps. 
 
 

 
You’ll note we’re a little short of our weekly budget need in Gen-
eral Fund giving – about $180 per week – and ahead of last year’s 
giving by $133 per week.  XtremeSteps giving is shorter compared 
to budget – about $1,780 per week short – and $933 dollars per 
week behind last year’s giving. 
 
As God leads you, would you consider increasing your giving to 
Bethel?  God is working in our midst; your gifts are an investment 
in the growth of God’s Kingdom! 

 

Giving Update 
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“As God leads you, 
would you consider 

increasing your 
giving to Bethel?” 

Fund General Fund XtremeSteps 
Weekly Budget Needed $8,173 $3,770 
Average Weekly Giving Year-to-
date 

$7,911 $1,990 

Average Weekly Giving Last Year-
to-date 

$7,777 $2,923 



choose to stop at Easter Sun-
day or we can choose to live 
on beyond Easter.  
 
 

FRUIT OF THE 
MONTH 

During the May we will 
be focusing on another 
Fruit of the Spirit, 
Peace. Webster’s dic-
tionary defines peace as 
a state of tranquility or 
quiet; freedom from 
oppressive thoughts or 
emotions; harmony in 
personal relationships; a 
state of mutual concord 
between governments.    

Senior Pastor: Dr. David J. Banfield 

Pastor of Adult Ministries: Dr. Bruce Nelson 

Pastor of Student Ministries: Harrison Musser 

Pastor of Worship Ministries: Rev. Glenn Winch 

Pastoral Intern: Christian Kohs 
 

Sunday Worship Services 

Family  8:30 AM 
Traditional 9:45 AM 

Contemporary 11:00 AM 
 

Sunday School  9:45 AM 

Nursery is Available During All Services 

 

BETHEL IS COMMITTED TO: 

Connecting people to God and others 

Equipping people to serve God and others 

Engaging people in service for God and others 

Pastor Dave’s Corner-Continued 
his story and invite others to 
join them. 
 Jesus gave them a 
new promise. The disciples 
had spent three years in close 
association with Jesus. They 
came to expect him to be with 
them every day. After Easter 
Jesus assured the disciples that 
from that point on there 
would never be a time when 
they would not experience his 
presence. 

 Easter for the disci-
ples was not an event but a 
catalyst that changed the rest 
of their lives. We can view 
Easter as a date on the calen-
dar. We can see it as a special 
event along the way. Or we 
can come to understand that 
Easter is still a catalyst to 
transform our lives. We can 

disciples a new authority, a 
new commission and a new 
promise. 
 Jesus gave them his 
authority. He told them that 
all authority had been given to 
him. He was giving them ac-
cess to that authority. They 
would no longer act on their 
own, but under the all encom-
passing authority of the risen 
Lord. 

 Jesus gave them a 
new assignment. He told them 
to take his authority into the 
world and make disciples of 
all people. Throughout Jesus’ 
time on earth He limited his 
work to the Jews. After Easter 
Jesus removed the limits and 
opened the playing field to 
include all of humanity. The 
disciples were to actively tell 

BETHEL BAPTIST CHURCH 

Phone: 507-345-4011 
E-mail: office@bethelmankato.com 
Website: www.bethelmankato.com 

1250 Monks Ave. 
Mankato, MN 56001 

(Across from All Seasons Arena) 

Transformed by the love of Jesus 
Christ. 

WEõRE ON THE WEB 

B E T H E L M A N K A T O . C O M   

The Hebrew word for 
peace is Shalom. Shalom 
is defined as a state of 
wholeness and well-
being. This month we 
will explore the peace 
that Christ gives us 
through the Holy Spirit. 


