
When God called me to 

Bethel in 1987 He chal-

lenged me with Matthew 

16:24-26.  Then Jesus 

said to his disciples, "If 

anyone would come 

after me, he must 

deny himself and take 

up his cross and follow 

me. For whoever 

wants to save his life 

will lose it, but who-

ever loses his life for 

me will find it. What 

good will it be for a 

man if he gains the 

whole world, yet for-

feits his soul? Or what 

can a man give in ex-

change for his soul? I 

chewed on those verses 

both for myself and for 

Bethel. I came to the con-

clusion that God was 

calling us to give our-

selves away for Him. 

With that in mind we 

took some bold steps as 

a congregation. We com-

mitted ourselves to be an 

outward looking church 

rather than an inward 

looking church. We 

moved from downtown 

to our current location 

with the express purpose 

of reaching out to the 

University community. 

We didnõt have all the 

answers but we were 

open. God opened the 

door for us to get in-

volved with the Interna-

tional Student Office. We 

began to host a welcome 

dinner for new interna-

tional students at the 

beginning of each term. 

Out of this we developed 

relationships that pro-

duced spiritual fruit. We 

also partnered with the 

campus ministries to sup-

port and enhance what 

they were doing with 

students. We strived to 

become a home church 

for students; to bridge 

the gap between their 

experience on campus 

and in the community. 

We saw many lives 

changed and transformed 

through those efforts. 

 Over the years 

God blessed us with 

steady growth. Our con-

gregation expanded and 

developed a wide variety 

of ministries far beyond 

just reaching college stu-

dents. We looked way 

beyond the confines of 

Mankato and launched a 

sister church relationship 

with two churches in 

Ukraine. God has used 

that ministry to stretch 

and challenge us as well 

as to build the church in 

Ukraine. We also saw a 

significant increase in the 

number of families that 

attended Bethel, which led 

to an expanded childrenõs 

and youth ministry. To ac-

commodate our growing 

ministry opportunities we 

expanded our facilities. We 

have dreamed together 

about some day planting 

another church. We also 

have dreamed of becoming 

a regional church that 

could help other churches 

be more effective in their 

ministry. 

 Over the past 

several years we have ex-

perienced a subtle shift. As 

often happens when a 

church experiences signifi-

cant growth we began 

turning our focus inward. 

We have gradually become 

more focused on maintain-

ing what we have rather 

than boldly giving ourselves 

away.  I take responsibility 

for letting that vital vision 

fade. It is time to turn  
(Continued on page 17) 
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Notes from Pastor Bruce (Adult Ministries and stuffé) 

Vis ion  

    Donna and I are grateful to God and to you for having been able to fellowship, wor-

ship and serve with you at Bethel over the past seven years. We do appreciate any 

prayers you are lead to offer for us regarding the next steps on our adventure. And, by 

the way, if you know of anyone looking for a nice home please have them give us a call. 

Thank You. 

                                             Pastor Bruce Nelson 

 

                           

   s m a l l  

  g r o u p s                      

u p d a t e 

 

All Bethel adults are encouraged to enjoy the fun, fellowship, caring, and growth that happens as we 

get together in small groups.  As we approach the month of October the following groups are meeting 

or getting ready to launch.  Note: some of these are more of a class in nature, some more of a support 

group, but for now I am including all these under the category of small groups: 

Sunday    

  9:45 a.m.   Keven and Terry Kroehler é Nehemiah study           Bethel 

  9:45 a.m.  Pastor Bruce é sermon discussion or preview & app   Bethel 

  11:00 a.m. Ahlstromsô é sermon discussion/application           Bethel  

  11:00 a.m.  Hobbies, Johnsons, Baileys              Hobbiesô home 

  noon  Cita Maignes é sermon discussion/application           Bethel 

  5:00 p.m.  Carlblomsô               Carlblomsô in St Peter 

  6:00 p.m. Lindahlsô               Lindahlsô home 

             6:00 p.m.           Bethel Institute with Pastor Dave            Bethel  



 

 

 

Monday 

  9:00 a.m. Menôs group é sermon discussion/application              Bethel 

  9:00 a.m. Womenôs group é sermon discussion/app  Bethel 

  6:30 p.m. Roberta Olson é Beth Moore study   Robertaôs in St Peter 

  6:30 p.m. Cases é sermon discussion/application               Casesô home 

  eve              Young Womenôs group with Rachel Petit 

  eve  Young Menôs group with Adam P and Harrison M 

 

Tuesday   

  7:00 p.m. Womenôs Genesis Study with Cindy Hoines      Bethel 

         A Precepts Study by Kay Arthur 

  7:00 p.m. DivorceCare      Bethel 

         People can join any one of the 13 weeks 

  7:30 p.m. Menôs Fraternity ï The Quest for Authentic              Bethel 

       Manhood é resuming with week 14  

 

Wednesday  
  6:00 a.m. Menôs Fraternity ï The Quest for Authentic              Bethel 

       Manhood é beginning with week 1 

  6:30 p.m. Banfieldsôé sermon discussion/application  Banfieldsô home 

 

Thursday 
  6:30 p.m. NAMI (National Alliance on Mental Illness)  Bethel 

 

Several of the groups have met already, a few are at ca- pacity, and most of 

the rest will get going the week of Sept. 25th.  Please call or e-mail me or 

the office or the leader of the group if you have ques- tions about a particu-

lar group.   DivorceCare began on 9/20 with 10 in atten- dance.  It looks like 

the Tues Menôs Frat will be 5 or 6 and the early Wed. a.m. group 8-10. 
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s m a l l    g r o u p s        u p d a t e 

Notes from Pastor Bruce (Adult Ministries and stuffé) 

 

òChoose the small group that 

will work for you.ó 



 

In addition to the wonderful tradition of a monthly lunch gathering for Senior Adults, there are some great 

events being planned for our over 50 or 55 (whatever it is) group.  Another church calls their group LAFF 

(Life After Fifty Five).  So, you folks - you know who you are ï please be aware of the great opportunities 

being planned by/for you such as the ñbus-do-you-see-those-leaves! tourò on Monday, Oct. 10, the game 

days beginning on Oct. 22, and the Pie at the Petersonsô on Nov. 7th. Check for more details on this on the 

Senior Adult Ministry Page. 

 Some larger group social activities are being contemplated for the many younger adults of Bethel. 

If you have ideas on this and/or may want to be in on the plans, 

please contact Steve Rick or Pastor Glenn.  Also, a small group for 

young families with small children may come together, maybe 

even with some grandpas and grandmas to help out with food and child-

care.  Please let me know if you have thoughts or are inter- ested in 

this. 

Baptism Service  

 Several people will be baptized on Sunday, October 9.  If now may be the time for 

you be baptized as a believer in and follower of Jesus, please contact the church office so 

one of the pastors can connect further with you about this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This class is the place to 

learn more about Bethel Baptist 

Church ï who we are, what we 

believe, where we have come 

from and where we are headed.  

We also cover what it means to 

be a member of this church and 

the process for becoming a 

member.   

 This class will meet on 

Thursday, October 13, from 6:30 

to 9:00 p.m.  Please note the 

change in date é meeting on 

Oct. 13 (not Oct 6) 
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Other Opportunities for Connecting at Bethel  

Notes from Pastor Bruce (Adult Ministries and stuffé) 

Discovery Class  Thursday, October 13 

òSome larger group social 

activities are being contemplated 

for the many younger adults of 

Bethel.ó 

Vis ion  



 

 

In late August, 40+ years ago, I was walking home from my first day of kindergarten and 

ended up turning the wrong direction and getting lost.  To this day I remember sitting on that 

curb, terrified, and feeling hopelessly lost.  I had no clue where to turn, where to go, what to 

do, so I sat there and did the only thing that came natural at the time, I cried.  When I look 

back at kindergarten as a whole, this one memory sticks out the most because of the emo-

tional trauma and that terrible feeling of being lost.  So, what was the rest of the story you 

may ask?  I am pretty sure I shot up a quick prayer something like, ñLord please help me,ò and sure enough a 

man in a car that I recognized as the school custodian pulled up to the curb.  I had met him earlier that day and 

had a little bit of relief come over me as I knew who he was.  This man peeked out his car window and asked me 

what was wrong.  Between the tears, my shaky voice, and the trauma I told him I was lost and asked him if he 

could help me find my home.  Thankfully, I knew my address and he was able to drive me home.  I had missed 

the turn by one block, yet that one block put me in that hopeless lost state that I will never forget. 

So what does being lost have to do with worship, you may ask?  There are and will be moments in your life, and 

mine, where we are lost in one way or another, we will not know where or who to turn to.  When this happens 

remember the prayer I prayed, ñLord please help me,ò it will be answered.  If we trust the Lord fully he will be 

there even when weôre lost.     

Proverbs 3:5-6 in ñThe Messageò says this:  ñTrust God from the bottom of your heart;   don't try to figure 

out everything on your own. Listen for God's voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; heôs the one who 

will keep you on track.ò 

 

The writer of Proverbs continues this thought in Proverbs 20:24 where it is written: 
 

ñThe LORD directs our steps, so why try to understand everything along the way?ò 

I ask myself this question, was I really ever lost if the Lord was with me the whole time?  If any of you reading 

this have felt or feel lost, remember, if you trust the Lord from the bottom of your heart, and listen to him, he 

will keep you on track and direct your steps.  As we worship together at Bethel I would encourage you & us all 

to give God praise for his presence and direction each day in our lives.  We may not always understand óhis 

pathô yet if we trust him, do we really always need to understand it?  We have a great assurance that he will lead, 

guide and never leave or forsake us.  Though we were once lost, we have been found by Christ.   

The Worship Ministry at Bethel is committed to leading others to respond to the grace, greatness and glory of 

God.  I pray Godôs richest blessings to all of you this fall and new school year. 

Serving our Lord Together, Blessings,                                                                                                                            

Pastor Glenn 
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Bethel Worship Notes  

 

Fall Worship Ministry Gathering and Celebration.   
Thursday, Oct. 6th at 5:30ð7:30p.m. 

 

This is an invite to all who may want to check out worship ministry opportunities here 

at Bethel. Please join us if you are interested in using your gifts in this area or have been a 

part of this ministry in the past. (Worship team members, choir members, technical team, spe-

cial music people). A soup & sandwich supper (free will donation $3-$5) will be served. 

This is a time of inspiration and worship.                                                                                                                                                          

Please RSVP to Pastor Glenn or email him at pastorglenn@bethelmankato.com 

mailto:pastorglenn@bethelmankato.com


 

Events 

Senior High-iMPLODE! 

Junior High-Xplode! Service Project 
 

Youth Worship Nite 
 

Senior High-Xplode! Service Project 

Junior High-iMPLODE! 
 

 

Senior High Fall Retreat 
 

Senior High & Junior High-Xplode!  

Jack McGowanõs Farm 

Date                    Times 

Oct. 5                    6-8 pm 

 
 

Oct. 12                  6-8 pm 

 

Oct. 19                  6-8 pm 
 

 

 

Oct. 21-23               ñ- 

 

Oct. 26                6-8 pm 
 

 

Senior High Fall Retreat  

Attention Senior High!!! 

It is time to start thinking about our 

fall retreat at Trout Lake Camps. 

Dates are October 21-23.  

Theme is You Were BOT (bought) at 

a price based on 1 Corinthians 6:20. 

Speaker is Brian Sumner. Brian started 

skateboarding in Liverpoole, England at 

13 yrs. old. 

By 15-16 

Brian had 

won contests 

and appeared 

in magazines around England. He 

ended up visiting and eventually moving 

to America around 16 years of age, 

living with a few pro skateboarders. 

Brian was skateboarding for Tony 

Hawkõs brand òBirdhouseó and some 

of the other biggest brands in skate-

boarding. Soon he was a full-fledged 

pro skateboarder taking part in world 

tours, skate videos, interviews, and had 

his own boards, shoes, pants, tech 

decks, and more. Brian had accom-

plished his dream. Through some life 

changing experiences Brian encoun-

tered Jesus Christ in 2004 and has 

been using his gift of skating for The 

Lord ever since. 

Worship Leader is Bensonwells. Ryan 

Paul, the songwriter and frontman, 

started Bensonwells as a solo project 

in high school but quickly realized the 

value of creative minds. Their first al-

bum was released independently and 

made a mark in the Minneapolis music 

scene. God has called them back to 

their roots and put worship on their 

hearts. They recently released a wor-

ship album. Learn more at 

www.bensonwells.com. 

Youth Worship Nite  

Youth Worship is where the Youth Band has an opportunity to come together and worship 

God with their musical talents. If you are interested in playing an instrument or singing in the 

Youth Band contact Rob Milton at 507-388-7412 or rmiltonjedi@yahoo.com. Our first Youth 

Worship Nite is October 12th. Come prepared to eat a great meal, worship a great God, 

and hear a great message on establishing quality friendships and paving a way for the great fu-

ture God has for us.  Our theme for the fall is How to Get and Keep Meaningful Friendships based on Proverbs 

13:20 which speaks of walking with the wise and becoming wise rather than walking with the unwise and, well... 

getting hurt. 
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October Schedule  

Youth Ministry  

 

òSenior High Fall Retreat 

theme is ôYou Were 

BOTõó 



MegaRally 

Sunday, November 6th, meet 

at 3:00 p.m. at Bethel. Starring 

Super Chick and Jason Strand. 

$10.00 at the door. October 30th 

is deadline for early registration for 

$8.00.  

Bring a sack dinner and/or $$ to 

stop at McDonalds on the way up. 

We will call on the way home 

around 10:30 p.m. 

 

Planet Wisdom 

December 2 & 3, Early Bird cost 

is $51 until Nov. 3. After Nov. 3 it 

is $56. If you would like to volun-

teer for this event contact Harri-

son. 

Theme: 24/7:66 Living with the 

Word 

Speakers are Mark Matlock, The 

Skit Guys, EJ Swanson. Music by 

Dulton. For more information visit 

www.planetwisdom.com 

Fall Hayride  

Saturday, November 5th, 4:00-

11:00 p.m. Drop off and pick up 

at Bethel. Make sure to dress warm 

in your Sunday worst and come 

hungry for food, fun, games, and as 

much hot cocoa as you can drink.  

 

 

 

 

Jack McGowanõs Farm 

If you went last year or have been 

there before, you know how much 

fun catapulting pumpkins and 

throwing hatchets can be. Over the 

years Jack has added more and 

more to his farm experience. Items 

include the zip-line, troll tunnel, 

hayrides, stilts, giant hammer, per-

son-drawn wagon. Jack also likes to 

entertain us with slight-of-hand and 

stories from his youth. This will 

happen for the Senior and Junior 

Highers on Octo-

ber 26th from 

6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Make sure to bring a 

friend!! Please bring 

$3 for a donation. 

Bethel Youth Blog:  

This fall we are redoubling our efforts to 

improve communication through a 

weekly e-mail and blog. If you are not 

receiving these e-mails please contact 

Harrison at                                        

harrison@bethelmankato.com or        

507-351-6766. Blog address is: 

www.bethelmankatoyouth.blogspot.com 

Crossview Covenant Church is 

hosing the òcalled to love touró on 

Sunday, October 9 at 7:00 p.m.  

Starring Aaron Shust, Downhere, 

Jason Gray (Jacob & Kipperõs dad). 

Students $12, Parents $15 adv/$20 

door. Purchase tickets from 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.itickets.com or Crossview 

Covenant Church - 507-387-5606 

or Lighthouse Christian Bookstore 

- 507-345-3200.  
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Upcoming Events 

Youth Ministry  

the called to love tour 

Vis ion  



 

Harvest Sports Party 
Come in your favorite sports costume 

There will be games, food, and fellowship 

 Monday, October 31st  

From 5:00-7:00 pm 

 

Date            Time 

Oct. 2        8:30 

                  9:45 

                11:00 

 

Oct. 9        8:30 

                  9:45 

                11:00 

 

Oct. 16       8:30 

                  9:45 

                11:00 

 

Oct. 23       8:30 

                  9:45 

                11:00 

 

Oct. 30       8:30 

                  9:45  

                11:00 

Infants 

Brad & Susan Peterson 

Janet Johnson & Samri Davis 

Jake & Angie Johnson 

 

Chad & Brooke Riley & Anthony White 

Joey & Shannon Ruzic 

Suanne & Elizabeth Banfield 

 

Mike & Kari Hennager 

Carol Edwards & Coralyn Musser 

Bryce & Jacki Anderson & Abby Cherney 

 

Jon & Breanna Nickel 

Candace Kolander & Monica West 

Jackie Nagel & Elizabeth Banfield 

 

Philip & Abby Bailey 

Janet Johnson & Samri Davis 

Beth Claussen & Carole Anderson 

Preschool 

Jenny Schommer & Angie Johnson 

Sunday School 

Ben & Amber Honsey & Rachel Anderson 

 

Herb & Michelle Scott 

Sunday School 

LeAnn Wilcox & Ashley Anderson 

 

Donna Nelson & Megan Cherney 

Sunday School 

Peters Family 

 

Melissa Alexander & Boys & Lauren Daly 

Sunday School 

Sarah Ruggless, Sandra Tambi & Faith Milton 

 

Gwen Case & Boys 

Sunday School 

Chris & Carma Carpenter 

 

MARK YOUR               
CALENDAR! 

Christmas Program 

 Sunday, Dec. 11th  

4:00pm  
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Childrenõs Sunday School 

Childrenõs Ministries 

Nursery Schedule                                 Londa Krueger is our Nursery Coordinator. If you would like to help out in the nursery 

just give her a call at (507) 385-1374. 

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=95116755&keywords=christmas%20tree&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=


Sunday School Staff                                                                                                            
Coordinator: Amber Rick 

2 & 3 year olds  Donna Nelson                                                 3rd Grade  Matthew Root 

   Jodi Mansfield                                                                                 __________ 

   Sylvia Labial                                                    4th Grade  Roberta Olson 

4 & 5 year olds Cindy Larson                                                                                     __________                                             

   Tammi Kennedy                                              5th &  6th Grade Dani Burroughs 

                               Evelynne Larson                                                                              Gwen Berry 

Kindergarten     Londa Krueger     

                                       Lori Nelson                                                                                      

1st &  2nd Grade           Ann Winch 

               Anthony White      

 Our first Sunday we had over 70 in Sunday School. We want to thank each of 
our teachers and helpers for their commitment to share Godôs love with our children.  
We are looking forward to a good year in Sunday School.                                                                                                                                   
 Again this year we will be giving our offerings to help children around the world.  
From now through December we will be collecting for Samaritanôs Purse to buy animals, blankets or 
sports equipment for families.  Then from Jan to May we will be giving to Kidôs Against Hunger.                                                                                                                                                         
 If you would like to help in one of our Sunday School classes please contact Donna Nelson @             
507-388-1509 or  nbrunna@gmail.com  or Amber Rick 507-382-6213 

  

 October Themes 

5 - Bring a Buddy - prize 

drawing for those who 

brought a friend 

12 - Regular Club Night 

19 - NO Club - MEA 

26 - Letõs Make a Deal - 

wear your favorite costume 
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Childrenõs Ministries 

Vis ion  

Starts at 6:00pm on 

Wednesday  evenings. 

Awana is for children age 4 

by Sept. 1,  2011 ð 6th grade. 

Register when you come or 

on-line at: 

www.bethelmankato.com  

http://www.churchart.com/subscriber/ViewImages.aspx?image_id=1940&keywords=Children%20Ministry&entry_date=1/1/0001&image_type=,cl,ca,ph,pp,bc&topic_id=


Childrenõs Ministries 

 

Awana Staff 

Awana Coordinator:  Mike White 

Cubbies 

Director - Jodell Anderson 

Helpers - Candace Kolander, Bethany Gulotta, Kristi Bukkile, Angie Hoffman 

 

Sparks 

Director - Donna Nelson 

Helpers - Ann Winch, Cindy Larson, Gwen Case, LeAnn Wilcox, Jenny Parkhurst, Courtney Thoerson, Rita Be-

bler 

 

TNT 

Girls Leader - Diane Peters 

Helpers - Melissa Alexander, Dani Burroughs, Jody Bryant, Dawn White 

 

Boys Leader - Mike White (Listener & games 5&6) 

Helpers - Time Cherney (Listener), Matthew Root (Listener & games 3&4), Pastor 

Bruce (Listener) 

 

Games 

Director - Eric Peters 

Joey Ruzic (Games K-6) 

 

We are looking forward to an exciting year in Awana as we had real growth in our club last year and 

hope to see more this year. We are so happy to see our neighborhood children joining our club. 

If you would like to give a scholarship for a child to attend Awana and get a uniform and book, please 

designate on your donation: Awana Scholarship. 

     $20.00 for a Cubbie or Sparks Scholarship 

      $22.00 for a TNT Scholarship 



 

Come to the òIslandsó! Let the warmth of Godõs family surround you! 

Choose a 3 day retreat. òIsland Hospitalityó from our warm and caring staff. Dining at 

its finest. Two person room with private shower/bath. Cozy fireside lounge. Come! Re-

lax! Enjoy! 

Dates to choose from are:  Mon., Oct. 17-Wed., Oct. 19 ($145)                  

Mon., Oct. 24-Wed., Oct. 26 ($145) 

To register contact the church office for a registration form. Hurry! They fill up fast! 

Menõs Coffee & Bible Study 

9:00 a.m. Mondayõs 

Womenõs Coffee & Bible 

Study 

9:00 a.m. Mondayõs 

 

Red Wing 

Fall Trip 

9:30 a.m., Mon., 

October 10 

 

Senior Adult Lunch 

12:00 Noon, Wed., October 19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Senior Adult Game Day 

12:00 Noon, Sat., October 22 

 

 

On Monday, October 10th 

we will be leaving Bethel by 

bus at 9:30 a.m. to take a trip 

to Red Wing to see the beau-

tiful fall colors of the changing 

leaves. We will be having 

lunch at  The Liberty. The 

only cost is for lunch ($9-$15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

per person). We will return 

approx. at 4:00 p.m. (FYI: The bus 

has a lavatory so thereõs no problem 

drinking you morning coffee.) 
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Prime Timers Get-Aways 

Senior Adult Ministry  

Red Wing Fall Trip  

òWe have some new events 

coming up in October-Red 

Wing Trip & Game Day.ó 



 

Steve and Nopaluck Cable are mis-

sionaries with Converge World-

wide(BGC) who have served in 

Thailand since 1990.  We, as a 

church, have supported them finan-

cially and with prayer since then.  

Steve grew up in Pennsylvania and 

accepted Christ as his Savior when 

he was 4 years old.  Nopaluck is a 

native of Thailand and was raised as 

a Buddhist.  When they came to 

the U.S for education, Nopaluck 

and her family became Christians, 

and her father is now a pastor in 

Thailand.  Nopaluck and Steve met 

while attending Bethel Seminary.  

The Cables have 3 children--

Benjamin (21), Sarah (17), and Cha-

rissa (13). 

The Cables' ministry is focused on 

reaching the students of Rankam-

hang University in Bangkok 

(enrollment there is over 300,000 

students!).  They provide English 

classes and computer training at a 

very reasonable cost at Santisuk 

English School.  Many American 

Christians come to Bangkok for 3 

weeks or more to teach sessions of 

English to the students and to in-

troduce them to God's love for 

them.  Students are also invited to 

various camps during the year, such 

as sports camps & friendship camps 

(to practice English and to discuss 

various topics).  The Cables and 

their colleagues also work with 

several churches that have been 

planted, mainly through the multi-

plication of small cell groups for 

Bible study. 

Nopaluck has a special role within 

the ministry, as she spends much of 

her time translating materials for 

use in English classes and Bible 

studies.  Her translations are being 

used by many other groups minis-

tering in Thailand as well. 

The Cables are currently on a one-

year home assignment in the U.S., 

visiting supporting churches and 

preparing for their next 4-year 

term of ministry.  

They will be visit-

ing us here at Be-

thel on February 

11-15, 2012.  Put 

it on your calen-

dars now!  You will enjoy hearing 

about their work and be challenged 

to pray for the country of Thailand.  

Maybe God will call you to teach 

English in Bangkok, also! 

Some current prayer requests from 

the Cables: 

1.  Nopaluck recently had major 

surgery.  Pray for strength and 

healing for her. 

2.  Pray for Charissa (a freshman in 

high school), Sarah (a freshman at 

Azusa Pacific University in Califor-

nia), and Ben (attending a commu-

nity college in Minneapolis).  They 

are all beginning new experiences 

here in the U.S. 

3.  Pray for additional financial sup-

port to allow the Cables to return 

to Thailand next summer. 

4.  Pray for Santisuk English School 

and Peace Fellowship Church in 

Bangkok during the Cables' ab-

sence.  A new director is needed in 

June 2012 for the school.  Short-

term English teachers are always 

needed, as well as new students. 

5.  Pray for God's guidance for 

Steve and Nopaluck in their focus 

and plans for next year when they 

return.  Steve submitted a 

list of 8 possibilities to the 

Thai Pastoral Team for 

the church in Bangkok.  

Much depends on how 

this year goes for the 

church while they are gone. 

6.  Pray for the Cables' visit here at 

Bethel Feb. 11-15, 2012. 
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Missions Page 

 

òSteve & Nopaluck will be visiting 

us here at Bethel on February 11-

15, 2012.ó 

Vis ion  

Missionaries of the Month:  Steve & Nopaluck Cable 

 



 

Pray for our Missionaries of 

the Month: Steve & 

Nopaluck Cable 

Pray for Godõs leading and 

blessing in our days of growth 

& change 

Pray that Bethel will be a 

church that is culturally rele-

vant & a transforming power in 

our community 

Pray that we 

will see people 

coming to faith 

in Jesus at Bethel 

on a regular basis 

Pray that we 

all reach out to others & 

plant seeds of hope in Jesus 

Pray for our sister churches 

in Votlivka & 

Tenovka, 

Ukraine & Ca-

dunan, Philip-

pines 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family & Friends  

Serving Overseas: 
 

Amanda Larsen - granddaugh-

ter of Mike & Alice Jensen 

Ryan Marti - brother of Kris 

Edwards 

Pray for our troops around 

the world 

Praise for the birth of Maggie 

Jo Odland to Kristin & Matt. 

Praise for the birth of a baby 

boy to Trent & Candace 

VanOrt. 

Praise for a new baby boy, 

Wesley, born to Abby & 

Philip Bailey on Saturday, 

September 10. He joins siblings 

Elijah & Madelyn. 

Pray for Kim Pe-

terson who is hav-

ing brain surgery on 

October 11th. 

Pray for Lon & Jac-

queline Nagel in 

the loss of Jacquelineõs mother. 

Pray for Pearl Fisher who is 

recovering from a blood clot. 

Pray for Einer, Margaret 

Dawsonõs nephew, who is 

leaving for a 1-yr. assignment in 

Russia to train workers for 

OM. 

Pray for all Bethel Minis-

tries. Many are staring a new 

season. 

 

 

There is a prayer group that meets on Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. to pray for our atten-

dees, their families & friends, and those in our community. If you would like to be part of 

this group, contact Suanne Banfield at (507) 388-4432 or banfield@hickorytech.net or 

come and meet us at church on Wednesdays. 
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Praise & Prayer 

òBe joyful always; pray 

continually; give thanks in all 

circumstances, for this is Godõs 

will to you in Christ Jesus.ó                   

1 Thess. 16-18 (NIV)  



 

Precept-Upon-

Precept Bible Study: 

Keeping Your Focus When 

Your Dreams are Shattered is 

a 4 week study on 

the life of Joseph 

which will  begin 

October 11. We 

will meet Tuesday 

evenings at Bethel 

from 7:00-9:00 

p.m. Have you ever been falsely 

accused? Or maybe you have 

suffered unjustly for something 

you had no control over. Joseph 

had to deal with a life of ups and 

downs, and his God taught him 

how to handle them all.  

 

If you are interested in either or 

both courses, please contact 

Cindy Hoines at 507-345-8069 

for more information. Work-

books are available at a cost of 

$9.00 each. 

Special Note: This is 

a study where home-

work is encouraged. 

However, there may 

be those that want to 

be in a Bible study but 

are simply overwhelmed with 

life, schedules, etc. 

but the desire is 

there to come and 

òabsorbó truths 

from the study of 

Godõs word. If this 

describes you, I want you to 

know that it is possible to come, 

bring your Bible and forego a 

workbook and òsoakó in truth. 

You will be blessed. These are 

great studies! I look forward to 

exploring the riches of Godõs 

word with you...In His love, 

Cindy   

blue commitment card. This card is 

anonymous, you do not have to put 

your name or any other information 

on it. Your decision to give is between 

you and the Lord. No one will contact 

you about it in the future. The cards 

can be found in the foyer and the Flow 

as well as the church office. The pur-

pose of the card is to give us an idea of 

what we can expect on a monthly ba-

sis.  

3. Designate your gifts. Only gifts des-

ignated for Go the Distance are cred-

ited to that account. All other contri-

butions go into the General Fund. We 

need to raise about $15,000 a month 

I want to begin by thanking all of you 

who have responded to Go the Dis-

tance. Your generosity is appreciated.  

Let me remind everyone that Go the 

Distance is our new capital campaign 

to raise money for our mortgage. We 

need everyone to be partners with us 

in this endeavor. This is what you can 

do.  

1. Pray about how much God would 

have you contribute regularly toward 

the campaign. This amount should be 

over and above your regular giving.  

2. Communicate your decision with 

the Leadership Board by filling out a 

to meet 

our mort-

gage 

needs. We 

also need 

to raise $35,500 a month to meet our 

ministry needs in the General Fund.  

4. Pray for God's blessing on Bethel. 

Jesus promised that He will build His 

church. We are trusting Jesus to build 

His church right here at Bethel. As we 

are faithful in obeying God's com-

mands, He will be faithful to meet all of 

our needs.  

Pastor Dave 
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Womenõs Bible Study 

Go The Distance  

òAre you looking for a Bible 

Study? Cindy Hoinesõ studies are 

excellent! Starts October 11th.ó 

Vis ion  



know. They can check our web-site 

and/or give Pastor Bruce a call if 

they want more 

information about 

DivorceCare.                                                                                                         

We will be meet-

ing September 

20th through 

December 13th. We will meet 

each Tuesday evening from 7:00 to 

8:30 p.m. You can start 

at anytime. To register 

contact the church office 

or go to our website 

www.bethelmankato.com  

Do you know someone who is 

hurting due to marital separation 

and/or divorce? It is very likely that 

they would be greatly blessed by 

some sound Biblical teaching and 

some caring support and encour-

agement from others who have 

also suffered loss. Please let them 

 

The National Alliance on 

Mental Illness-Mankato of-

fers the Connection Sup-

port Group every Thurs-

day at 6:30-8:00 p.m. This is 

for anyone who lives with a 

mental illness. 

There is also a support  

group for family members. 

It meets the 2nd & 4th 

Thursdays of the month at 

6:30 p.m. Both groups meet 

here at Bethel. 

NAMI-Mankato 

presents 

òPutting the 

Pieces To-

getheró.  A 

speakerõs forum that is 

open to the public where 

people who live with men-

tal illnesses present what it 

is like to live with a brain 

disorder on a daily basis. 

Also, find out what 

recovery is all 

about. Tuesday, 

October 4, 6:30-

8:30 p.m. here at 

Bethel. 

office. Cards will be ordered bi-

monthly & requests with payment 

must be into the office by                     

October 15th or 31st.                     

Increments that are available:             

$5, $10, $20, 25, $50, $75,                    

$100, $200,  $500.          

                                                 

                                       

Gas Cards  Help pay the church 

mortgage by purchasing Kwik Trip 

cards. When you purchase cards 

through Bethel, all your money 

goes for your gas and goods.  Kwik 

Trip in turn gives 10% to the 

church. Fill out a Kwik Trip enve-

lope (in literature racks) to order 

cards & place the card along with 

your check to Bethel or cash in 

offering or drop off in church           

Milk Moola:  Bethel has enrolled 

in the Milk Moola program. Bring 

your Kwik Trip milk carton caps & 

tops of milk bags & put them in the 

marked container in the kitchen. 

All proceeds go to the building 

fund. More info on Kwik Trip prod-

ucts coming or check out 

www.milkmoola.com   
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Support Groups  

Kwik Trip  

òOur support groups will be 

running this fall-DivorceCare 

on Tuesday evenings & 

NAMI on Thursdays.ó 

Vis ion  

http://www.milkmoola.com


Senior Pastor: Dr. David J. Banfield  

Pastor of Adult Ministries: Dr. Bruce R. Nelson  

Pastor of Student Ministries: Harrison Musser  

Pastor of Worship Ministries: Rev. Glenn Winch 
 

 

Sunday Worship Services  

Family   8:30 AM 

Traditional    9:45 AM  

Contemporary          11:00 AM  
 

Sunday School    9:45 AM  

Nursery is Available During All Services  

 

BETHEL IS COMMITTED TO:  

Connecting people to God and others 

Equipping  people to serve God and others 

Engaging people in service for God and others 

1250 Monks Ave. 

Mankato, MN 56001 

(Across from All Seasons Arena) 

Bethel  Bapt is t  Church  

many that we are not yet aware of. 

 I want you to know that I am 

committed to being used by God to 

help lead Bethel into a new season of 

fruitfulness. God has entrusted us with 

a strategic location to make a major 

impact for Christ. God is not done 

using Bethel. There are great things 

ahead if we donõt give up. 

 Galatians 6:9-10 (NIV) Let us 

not become weary in doing good, 

for at the proper time we will 

reap a harvest if we do not give 

up. Therefore, as we have oppor-

tunity, let us do good to all peo-

ple, especially to those who be-

long to the family of believers. 

  

things around again. I donõt have all the 

answers but I do know what direction 

we need to go. 

 Recently God has given us an 

opportunity to give ourselves away in a 

significant way. Beginning on Sept. 27 

we will be hosting a 5-week program 

to help orient new refugees to our 

community. There is an opportunity 

for some of us to get involved one-on-

one with a refugee family as a mentor. 

In addition to this there is the possibil-

ity that a new group of refugees will be 

coming to Mankato; the Karen from 

Burma. These people have historical 

ties to the Baptist church. We may 

have the chance to help welcome them 

into not just Mankato but to Bethel as 

well. These two opportunities are only 

examples of ways that we can again 

give ourselves away for the cause of 

Christ. There are many more that we 

want to explore together; some op-

portunities that we are aware of and 

Pastor Daveõs Corner-Continued  

Phone: 507-345-4011 

Texts: 507-291-9981 

E-mail: office@bethelmankato.com 

Website: www.bethelmankato.com 

Transformed by the love of Jesus 

Christ. 

Weõre on the web! 

www.bethelmankato.com 


